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WA Goatkeeper: 
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Advertising:  
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From the Editor 
 

Welcome to the August edition of the WA Goatkeeper. I hope you enjoy it. 
It is with a degree of sadness I must advise this will be my last issue as 
Editor. Whilst I have enjoyed this role, I have made the difficult decision to 
step back from my numerous voluntary roles with the DGSA to concen-
trate my very limited available time on other aspects of my life. Working 
full time plus managing my goats - breeding, showing and herd recording 
- is quite challenging, without the added workload of my many DGSA 
roles. I hope by stepping back this will allow others to take more active 
roles and bring in new ideas and enthusiasm.   
 

I have also had serious concerns about the focus and direction the DGSA 
has been taking in recent times. My passions are around promotion of 
goat keeping and I find the current atmosphere of new breeds and genet-
ics entering Australia very exciting. Goat keeping is undergoing a major up serge in popularity, 
particularly as a result of the introduction of Nigerian Dwarfs into Australia. Unfortunately  the 
DGSA does not appear to have the forward thinking or flexibility to fully embrace this at present. 
So, rather than fight the system, for now I feel my energy would be better focused into promoting 
goats and goat keeping at a more personal level rather than under the auspices of the DGSA. I 
thank all those who have supported me in the past and wish you all the best in the future. 
 

I will continue to breed, show and herd record my goats and no doubt will see many of you around 
the shows , hopefully with both Saanens and Nigerian Dwarf dairy goats in future. 
 

Trevor Blight - EDITOR 

From the President 
 

Well winter has finally arrived after a warm and dry June ,July has 
so far had good rains and cold as expected ,though some parts of 
our States agricultural areas have not had much rain ,which 
doesn't bode well for feed and hay supplies for the next year. 
 

Sandra Woodward has resigned from the position of Futurity Coor-
dinator and I would like to thank her for reviving the Futurity com-
petition and for her work over the past years in  organizing and 
running the competition, which is much appreciated by the Branch 
and Members. 
 

Keren Muthsan has volunteered to be the Futurity coordinator and 
I hope members will assist her in this position. 
 

Trevor Blight has also resigned from Committee ,as Goatkeeper 
Editor, as WA Judges Panel Coordinator and Show Point Coordinator. I thank Trevor immensely 
for his involvement over the past 30 years to the DGSA WA Branch and particularly for his efforts 
over the past eighteen months on Committee and for bringing the Goatkeeper into the electronic 
age for most members. 
 

Keren Muthsan has taken on the roll of Show Points Coordinator and I thank her for her commit-
ment to our goats. 
 

So the WA Branch is looking for a Editor for the Goatkeeper,  if any member is interested in this 
position please contact myself or one of your Committee Members.   
 

I hope everyone's does are progressing along towards kidding as you would like them too and 
that those members who show their goats are beginning  their preparations for the coming show 
season. 
 

Dave Robinson - PRESIDENT 
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Rare 'Cyclops' Goat is Beating the Odds 
 

National Geographic,  by Rachel Brown, 18 May 2017 
 

Suffering from a rare and usually fatal condition, the “miracle” goat has attracted crowds of 
spectators in Assam, India. 
 

Born on May 10 with a single, enormous eye in the 
centre of its face, a baby goat has survived a sur-
prising eight days in a village in Assam, India. 
 

The goat’s condition, called cyclopia, is character-
ized by the developing brain’s failure to separate 
into two hemispheres. As a result, the skull only 
forms a single eye socket. (Read "This Animal's 
Eye Makes Up Almost Half of Its Body") 
 

Most examples of cyclopia occur in mammals—
including humans—but in 2011 a dusky shark was 
discovered to have one cyclops pup among sever-
al healthy pups. 
 

Genetic defects are usually to blame, but cyclopia can also be caused by toxins ingested 
by the mother during pregnancy. Such was the case in Idaho, where sheep who snacked 
on a plant containing an embryo-stunting poison later gave birth to a decade-long rash of 
one-eyed lambs. 
 

Cyclopia is often accompanied by other physical deformities. This baby goat is also miss-
ing eyelashes, eyelids, one ear, and several teeth; its jaw is severely shortened, and its 
nose underdeveloped. (Read "Two-Headed Sharks Keep Popping Up—No One Knows 
Why") 
 

Local veterinarians aren’t certain of the exact cause of this goat’s condition. They predicted 
it would die within a few days, but the unnamed goat has survived a full week under the 
care of Mukhuri Das, its owner. 
 

Unlike the cyclopes of Greek myth, who shared their famous trait with an entire race, mod-
ern-day cyclopes are rare individuals. 
 

Very few infants with cyclopia survive more than a couple days, because the associated 
physical deformities—missing noses, underdeveloped brains—quickly prove fatal. (Read 
"Rare Two-Faced Calf First to Survive Past 40 Days") 
 

Das told Caters News that the “miracle” goat has attracted dozens of daily visitors, some 
even trekking from neighbouring villages. 
 

“I believe this goat will bring luck to my home,” Das said. 
 

DGSWA is seeking volunteers interested in undertaking the role of WA Goatkeeper 
Editor. 
 

The WA Goatkeeper is the Official newsletter of the WA Branch of the Dairy Goat 
Society of Australia. It is produced every 2 month and distributed primarily electroni-
cally. 
If you are interested in undertaking this role please apply via Secretary Shirley Gil-
lies  on (08) 9571 4145 or Email: jaydonnubians@westnet.com.au  

 

WA GOATKEEPER - EDITOR WANTED 
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State Milk Awards Officer’s Report  
 

Since my last report, there have been 5 claims made, which 
were for bucks. 
 

Congratulations to John and Miriam Martin for achieving 
Dagger awards for the following bucks- 
 Caprino Marsh 
 Caprino Mason 
 Caprino McGregor 
 Caprino Morri 
 Caprino Murdock 
 

A registered buck is eligible for a Dagger award if both its dam and its sire’s dam have been 
awarded either a Star and/or Q Star. 
 

Kidding season will be upon us very shortly, I have had reports of some does kidding al-
ready.  I am hoping more members will take up either 24 hour testing and/or herd record-
ing.  Please get your applications into me as quickly as possible.  There is a new form in-
cluded in this edition of Goat Keeper.  Please don’t use older forms.  I will update the Milk 
Testing booklet and the DGSWA website with the new single form. 
 

There has been a change to the fee structure for One Day Production testing and for Herd 
Recording.  You no longer pay for 2 separate schemes.  There is now a one off seasonal 
fee of $20.00.  This payment includes both testing regimes and any number of does partici-
pating for that season.  The new structure has reduced the confusion around the previous 
fee structure and also reduces the cost for most participating members.  It is necessary to 
charge a nominal fee for administrative costs.  I hope the fee changes will encourage more 
participants in the scheme.  However, this does not include costs requested by Farmwest 
or Dairy Express and Australia Post. 
 

The application fee can be paid by direct deposit into the DGSWA bank account and then 
please advise me when you have made the payment.  The bank details are included in the 
GoatKeeper.  The fee can also be posted directly to the Treasurer, Marj Wiltshire, whose 
details are also in the GoatKeeper.  Please do not send cash through the mail.   
 

If you are using either Farmwest or Dairy Express, you may purchase your sample bottles 
directly from them.  You will also pay these companies directly yourself.  DGSWA also pur-
chases some bottles which I take to shows and meetings.  If you need bottles, you may 
purchase them from me at these venues.  The bottles from the DGSWA cost $2.50 each. 
   
At the Royal Show, DGSWA provides the bottles for the One Day Production (24 hour) test.  
Exhibitors cannot use their own.  Exhibitors must enter the Type and 24 Hour Production 
Classes if they wish to participate in testing at the show and be eligible for show prizes and 
trophies.  Exhibitors who attend the show, who don’t wish to enter the classes, may still par-
ticipate in the 24 hour test.  The test at this show doubles as a moni-
tored DGSA One Day Production Test as well as the RAS competi-
tion classes.  All does who either participate in the RAS classes and 
the unofficial DGSA classes are eligible for Star and Q Star awards.  
 

Awards achieved under this testing must still be verified by the State 
Milk Awards Office (myself) if the points are needed for future 24 
Hour Production classes at other shows or for any production claims 
made.  Points gained at the Royal Show are eligible for that show 
only. 
 

Please contact me by email dautsh@iprimus.com.au or mobile 0439 920 238 if you wish to 
register for milk testing or if you have any other questions. 
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 THE DAIRY GOAT SOCIETY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Herd Recording and One Day Testing Application Form 

Name ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Stud …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Phone………………………………….. Mobile……………………………………………… 
 

 I only intend to perform 24 Hour tests (One Day Production) 
 

 I intend to obtain    R   /   F   figures.    (Please circle applicable) 
 
 

If testing for R figures my herd recording will be monitored by- 

Name………………………………………………. Phone number ………………………. 

Address ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
I hereby undertake to abide by the Rules of the Dairy Goat Society of Australia, pertaining  to 
Herd Recording, as contained in Regulations Sections 66 – 84 in the current Herd Book. 
 

Owner’s signature………………………… Monitor’s signature…………………………… 

Date…………………………………….. 
 

APPLICATION FEE - $20 for any number of does 

Does to be Herd Recorded  

1. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

5. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

6. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

7. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

8. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

9. …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

10.  ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please make payment payable to – DGSWA Treasurer, and advise the   

State Milk Awards Officer, once paid 

Sharyn Dauti, 362 Garvey Rd, DARDANUP, WA, 6236 

Mobile: 0439 920 238          Email: dautsh@iprimus.com.au     
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GIDEGANNUP SMALL FARM FIELD DAY 
 

On the 28th May, 2017 myself, 
Russell, Shirley, Betty, Dale and 
Gerdina, attended the Gidge-
gannup Small Farm Field Day 
with in information and fundrais-
ing stall, plus milking demon-
strations and sampling. 
 

We had a well attended day, but 
a little cold I must say. We had 
many enquiries and interest re-
garding getting into goats and 
what it entails, and as we all 
know a bit more than most peo-
ple think. 
 

Big thanks go to Dale and Betty 
for bringing a lovely variety of 
goats which got a vast amount 
of attention and for their milking 
of a couple of very obliging milk-
ing goats. We also had a great 
variety of goats milk soap, spe-
cial thanks must go to Shirley 
for all her delightful range hand 
made soaps of many fragranc-
es, all of which were very popu-
lar. Thankyou Shirl you put in a 
lot of time and effort. 
 

Many thanks to Gerdina 
Eskamp for bringing along her 
popular relief skin cream which 
she also makes herself and is 
very helpful to many people in 
need. She is also an amazing 
sales woman. 
 

In the most pleasant way, 
thankyou again. We did all en-
joy what was quite a long day 
and did manage to fund raise 
$350.20 for the Dairy Goat Soc. 
of W.A. so good effort.  
 

Once again thankyou very 
much to all concerned and 
hopefully we can front up again 
next year! 
 

MARJ WILTSHIRE 
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Goats help charity 
An organization dedicated to ending world hunger 
has found that goats may be the answer to giving 
children in impoverished families the gift of a better 
life. 
 

Since 1944, Heifer International has provided re-
sources to millions of poor families around the world 
to help them become more self-reliant. For example, 
through the charity's gift of livestock and agricultural 
training, a family can obtain milk, eggs, wool and 
other income-producing benefits to feed, clothe and 
educate their children. 
 

Recipients then promise to "pass on the gift" by do-
nating their animal's offspring to other families in 
need. 
 

While Heifer supplies all kinds of animals, its annual 
"Kids to Kids" campaign focuses specifically on giv-
ing children the gift of goats. This animal can easily 
be cared for by youth because goats are playful and respond well to lots of love. 
 

Heifer has found that goats have everything necessary for a child to grow up healthy. They provide protein-
packed milk to build healthy bones, rich manure to fertilize gardens and increase crop yields, and fine wool to 
make warm clothes. 
 

Nanny goats often have two to three kids a year. As the herd multiplies, families are able to sell surplus ani-
mals, milk, manure and crops to neighboring villages for much-needed income. 
 

Surprisingly, investing in a goat and in agricultural training for a poor family costs less than what a privileged 
family spends on dinner and a movie. But to Beatrice Biira of Uganda and others like her, the gift of a goat can 
make all the difference in the world. 
 

Thanks to Heifer's gift, Biira went from severe poverty and hunger to having the health and extra income she 
needed to go to school. The tale of how the animal transformed her life was featured on a recent segment of 
CBS's "60 Minutes." Her story also is told in the award-winning children's book, "Beatrice's Goat," written by 
Page McBrier and illustrated by Lori Lohstoeter. 
 

Heifer International currently works in 50 countries, including the U.S. For more information, visit 
www.heifer.org  

TOGETHER WE CAN  

CHANGE THE WORLD 

Ending Hunger and Poverty  
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WONDERFUL RECIPE BOOK AVAILABLE 
 

'Caprine Cuisine' - cooking with goat milk, cheese and meat 
 

Caprine means "of or like a goat". Goats are the world's most versatile animal and have been 
domesticated for centuries and used for food, fuel, clothing and building materials throughout 
time. 
 

The New Zealand Dairy Goat Breeders Associ-
ation (NZDGBA) has put together a collection 
of recipes from "humble to haute cuisine" to 
make goat products exciting to prepare and to 
eat. 
 

The NZDGBA have been fortunate to receive 
contributions and permissions from some of 
New Zealand's well known cooks and busi-
nesses, and from our members past and pre-
sent. 
 

Contributors include Peter Gordon (Sugar 
Club), Paul Jobin (Sky City), Bevan Smith 
(Riverstone Kitchen), Michel Louws (Huka 
Lodge), Dariush Lolaiy (Cazador), Dawsons 
Catering, Chelsea Winter, Nadia Lim. 
 

Learn to make your own cheese, yoghurt, but-
ter, soap. 
 

With dozens of recipes using goat's milk, cheese and meat, there's something for everyone. 
 

Whether you have your own goats, have allergies or specific food requirements, or just want to 
try something new, this book might be for you. 
 

Order online from NZDGBA Website: http://www.nzdgba.co.nz/recipebook 
 

Sample Recipe’ - Crème Caramel 
 

Serves 6 
 

INGREDIENTS 
 75g castor sugar 
 2 tbsp. water 
 500ml goat’s milk 
 2 eggs 
 2 egg yolks 
 2 Tbsp sugar 
 
PROCESS 
1. Heat oven to 150oC 

2. Put the 75g castor sugar and water in pan, stirring over a low heat until melted and cook 
till golden brown. 

3. Divide between 6 lightly greased ramekins. 

4. Beat eggs, egg yolks and sugar. 

5. Heat milk until almost boiling and combine with beaten eggs. 

6. Pour over caramel. Stand the ramekins in a dish of water and bake until set. 
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The genetics behind blue-eyed and polled goats 
06.05.2017 by thriftyhomesteader  Reference: http://thriftyhomesteader.com/genetics-polled-goats/  

The genetics behind what causes a goat to be polled 
or blue-eyed is one of the most misunderstood phe-
nomena in the goat world. It starts with a simple mis-
understanding of what dominant and recessive mean 
when we’re talking about genes. A lot of people think 
that recessive equals rare, and that dominant means 
that if a goat has the gene, their kids will have it. In 
other words, they think that 100% of offspring will 
have a dominant trait. Those definitions are incorrect, 
but that explains why some people say that blue 
eyes and polled genes are recessive. They are, in 
fact, dominant in goats. Here is the definition of domi-
nant, according to MedicineNet.com: 

Dominant — A genetic trait is considered dominant if it is expressed in a person 
who has only one copy of that gene. A dominant trait is opposed to a recessive trait 
which is expressed only when two copies of the gene are present. 

In other words, if a goat has a dominant gene, that gene will be expressed. So, if a goat has a 
gene for polled or blue eyes, that goat will be polled or blue-eyed. A goat cannot be a carrier 
of a dominant gene if it does not express that gene. So, if you see an ad for a horned or dis-
budded goat that “carries” the polled gene, the seller is either misinformed or dishonest. 

HORNS AND BROWN EYES ARE RECESSIVE 

I don’t normally say “never,” but … Two brown-eyed goats will not have blue-eyed kids. Two 
horned goats will not have a polled kid. Once in awhile you will hear that two disbudded goats 
had a polled offspring, but it’s pretty well accepted that when that happens, it points to human 
error. If one of the grandparents is not polled, it could mean that the breeding records are in-
correct, and a polled buck bred the doe. But if one of the grandparents is polled, it means that 
the person who disbudded one of those parents made a mistake. 

If you raise polled goats, you know that some kids can keep you guessing about their 
horned status for a week or two — sometimes even three or four weeks with does. 
Bucks are pretty easy because if they’re horned, you can normally feel the horn buds 
at birth. We have only had one horned buckling whose horn buds were not obvious at 
birth. I don’t think we have ever accidentally disbudded a polled goat, but it’s easy to 
see how someone could do that, especially when they’re new. 

On the flip side, because horns and brown eyes are recessive, there is a 25% chance of hav-
ing a brown-eyed kid from two blue-eyed parents. There is also a 25% chance of having a 
horned kid from two polled parents. This is assuming that the parents are heterozygous. If one 
of the parents is homozygous for one of those traits, then all of their offspring will have that 
trait. 

HOMOZYGOUS AND HETEROZYGOUS 

The reason that only 50% of kids from a polled parent will be polled is because most (if not all) 
polled goats in North America are heterozygous. A heterozygous polled goat has only one 
polled gene because it had one polled parent and one horned parent. (You could also get a 
heterozygous polled goat from two heterozygous parents. See blue-eyed chart below and sub-
stitute “polled” for “blue eyes.”) A homozygous polled goat could have two polled genes be-
cause it had two polled parents. The same is true for blue eyes. 
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Each parent will give each kid one gene for eye colour and horn status. Let’s use eye color in this 
example. If a parent has brown eyes, then it has two brown eyed genes, and it can only give each 
kid a gene for brown eyes. If a parent has blue eyes, and it had one brown eyed parent and one 
blue-eyed parent, then it is heterozygous for blue eyes. It can give its offspring either a blue-eyed 
or a brown-eyed gene, and each one happens about 50% of the time. 

If one of the parents is homozygous for blue eyes, that means that it has two copies of the blue-
eyed gene. It received a blue-eyed gene from each of its parents. Because blue eyes are domi-
nant, and because this goat can only give its kids a gene for blue eyes, then 100% of its kids will 
have blue eyes. 

Unfortunately, you don’t know if a goat is homozygous for blue eyes at birth unless it came from 
two homozygous blue-eyed parents. If kids have one homozygous and one heterozygous parent, 
that heterozygous parent could have passed along its gene for brown eyes, but because brown 
eyes are recessive, the kids will all have blue eyes. In fact, half of the kids will have a recessive 
gene for brown eyes and half will 
have two copies of the blue-eyed 
gene, so although all kids will 
have blue eyes from that breed-
ing, half will carry a gene for 
brown eyes. 

This chart shows what will hap-
pen if you breed two heterozy-
gous blue-eyed goats. That 
means each parent has one blue
-eyed and one brown-eyed gene. 
One-fourth of the kids will have 
blue eyes with two genes for 
blue eyes, which means that 
when they are bred later in life, 
all of their kids will have blue 
eyes because they only have 
blue-eyed genes to give. Half of 
the kids (25% + 25%) will have 
blue eyes with a recessive brown
-eyed gene, and 25% of the kids 
will have brown eyes because 
they got a brown-eyed gene from 
both parents.  

Why are polled goats less common than horned? 

The predominance of horned goats may have as much to do with human nature as goat genetics. 
In the 1940s and 50s, there were several studies done on polled genes in goats. They concluded 
that when two polled goats were bred to each other, there was a higher rate of hermaphrodites or 
intersex goats. It also raised the question of whether there might also be a terminator gene in fe-
male goats that had two polled genes because one study showed a very high percentage of male 
kids when two polled goats were bred to each other. 

There were 1,362 kids in the 1964 study, so the number was quite significant. In the group 
where a homozygous polled buck was bred to a heterozygous polled female, 86 kids were male, 
28 were female, and 26 were hermaphrodites. Even if you assume that the 26 hermaphrodites 
were originally females, it is still a lot less than 50% female, leading to the terminator theory. In 
other words, female embryos died. This turned off most people to the idea of polled goats — 
even though the studies clearly showed that breeding a polled goat to a horned goat had no such 
outcomes. In my early years of goat breeding, twice I came across older people who were switch-
ing from a larger breed to ND goats, and they were adamantly opposed to having any polled 
goats. 

Three out of four kids (75%) from this genetic combination will have blue eyes.  
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Unlike cattle and sheep, where you can find entire breeds of polled animals, there are no 
polled breeds of goats. In fact, there are no polled herds of goats. However, as more new 
people get involved in goat breeding, and they hate the idea of disbudding, polled goats are 
becoming popular once again. There have even been groups on social media, such as Ya-
hoo and Facebook, where determined breeders are breeding polled to polled goats and re-
porting their results. The challenge with polled goats is that the location of the polled gene 
is very close to the gene for the determination of sex, so although the number of polled 
goats could certainly increase drastically, it’s unlikely that polled goats will ever become 
more common than horned.  

Keep in mind that when you are talking about odds, 50/50 does not mean that every other 
goat will have horns. Over the long haul, you will get 50% polled goats if one of the parents 
is polled. But you will have some years with more or less than that. One year I had a doe 
that gave birth to quads, and they were all polled. Another year, I had a polled buck that 
sired nine kids, and every one of them was horned. Believe me, we were really starting to 
second guess ourselves towards the end! But the next year he made it up for with more 
than 50% polled kids. 

Hopefully, this explanation — and the charts — have helped to shed some light on this top-
ic and clear up some misconceptions. 

For more information, you can also check out the website for the American Goat Society,  
(http://www.americangoatsociety.com/education/polled_genetics.php) which also has an 
explanation of the polled gene in goats. 
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 Meet Spider Goat - the DNA-enhanced web-flinging nanny that 
may one day knit bones 

 

(By Peter Farquhar, Technology EditorNewsComAu, 28 October 2010) 
 

On a farm in Wyoming, USA, goats are 
being milked for their spider webs. 
 

And if that sounds bizarre, molecular 
biologist Randy Lewis claims that within 
two years, spider silk milked from goats 
could replace your body's tired or 
strained tendons and ligaments - maybe 
even bones. 
 

Professor Lewis and his team at the 
University of Wyoming have successful-
ly implanted the silk-making genes from 
a golden orb spider into a herd of goats 
and are now, finally, producing one of 
nature's strongest products in useable quantities. 
 

The technology is cutting edge, but the science isn't. Spider silk has been used for centuries to dress 
wounds with varying degrees of success, but the problem has until now been how to get it. 
"We needed a way to produce large quantities of the spider silk proteins," Prof Lewis told 
news.com.au. 
 

"Spiders can't be farmed, so that route is out and since they make six different silks, even that would 
not work if you could." 
 

Spiders also had a tendency to eat each other, so milking one thread from six out of a solo spider 
was clearly never going to service the entire human race. 
 

Prof Lewis and his team singled out the "dragline" - the outer strand of the web - as the strongest of 
the six types of silk. 
 

They spliced the DNA that creates the silk into a female goat's DNA, then waited for it to give birth 
and start lactating. 
 

"(The splicing) turned out to be relatively easy as there are known gene promoters that only produce 
expression in the mammary gland during lactation," he said. 
 

"Those were hooked up to our spider silk genes." 
 

After the milk is collected, it's taken back to a laboratory where the silk protein is filtered out. It solidi-
fies when exposed to air and is wound onto a roller. 
 

Prof Lewis said the team collected about four metres of silk for every four drops of protein they gath-
ered. 
 

The pure material had a wide range of medicinal applications as sutures and binding agents - includ-
ing ligament replacement - but its use could extend well beyond our hospitals. 
 

"If it works, frankly one of the first applications is maybe fishing line," Prof Lewis said. 
 

"I think we will be testing real world applications in less than two years (but) when they reach market 
is really beyond my control." 
 

And in case you were wondering, no goats were harmed during the making of spider silk milk. 
 

Prof Lewis said there was no evidence to suggest the goats in the experiment behaved any differ-
ently to regular goats, in either physiology or "psychology". 
 

One day, the burden could be lifted even from goats. 
 

Prof Lewis said the technology could have farm applications - he told Science Nation they were de-
veloping the same technology for alfalfa. 
 
Reference: http://www.news.com.au/technology/science/meet-spider-goat-the-dna-enhanced-web-flinging-nanny-that-may-one-day-knit-
your-bones/news-story/7d00f8e09020c76f1b855c6c525a8c62  
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FOR SALE - TOP QUALITY SAANEN KIDS 

For over 30 years Dandalee Park has built its 
reputation for breeding, exhibiting and herd 
recording dairy goats of the highest quality.  
 

We are proud to offer for sale a selection of 
top quality Saanen buck and doe kids from 
Australia’s top bloodlines from August 2017. 
 

Dandalee Park Stud is both CAE and Johnes 
tested free (last whole of stud test July 2017). 
 

Small number of selected does in milk also 
available to best homes. 
 

Photos, pedigrees, show results and milk pro-
duction figures available on request. 
 

To find out more please contact: 
  

 Trevor Blight on  
 Mobile: 0418 931 499,  
 AH: (08) 9571 8552 or  
 Email: indigo_63@hotmail.com  
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History of the LaMancha Dairy Goat 
 

Reference: h ps://lamanchas.com/lm‐history.htm  

 

American LaManchas have, perhaps, the most obscure history of any 
of the popular breeds.  References were made to short-eared goats as 
far back as ancient Persia.   The exact background is as yet, however, 
unknown. 
 

As the Spanish missionaries were colonizing California, they brought 
with them a short-eared breed of goat suitable for either milk or meat production.  If not true 
LaMancha's these animals were very close to them.  Referred to as "cuties," "monas," and mon-
keys."(1)  As each new mission was established, seed stock from the former herd was transplanted 
to the new location, spreading the population through the West.  This strain is usually thought to be 
the forerunner of our present LaMancha. 
 

In more recent history, a crate of the short-eared 
goats was sent to the Paris World's Fair for exhibi-
tion (1904).  The inscription was unclear, but the 
words, "LaMancha, Cordoba, Spain," were easily 
read.  The name "LaMancha" stuck and became the 
accepted term for the American version as 
well.  Phoebe Wilhelm is reported to be the first to 
establish a herd comprised of Lamanchas.  She 
owned approximately 125 in the 1920's.  As few true
-type bucks were available, those of the other 
breeds were used to propagate the race.  Even after 
years of hybridization, however, the true LaMancha 
characteristics continue to dominate. 
 

The present American LaMancha was accepted as 
a breed for registry on January 27, 1958 with the 
first true LaMancha being Fay's Ernie, L-
1.  Approximately 200 animals were accepted as original stock.  Since then, the tiny-eared dairy 
goats have spread throughout the country and are enjoying a surge in popularity, due largely to their 
dairy character, adaptability, and, of course, their most well-known feature, or should we say lack of 
it -- no ears.  
 

"Some descendants of the imported goats be-
came the herd of Miss Phoebe Wilhelm, Mon-
kelumne Hill, CA.  Miss Wilhelm reportedly used 
only purebred Toggenburg bucks to propagate 
her herd.  In the 1920's when other accepted 
breeds became available in the U.S., Alpines, 
Nubians and some Saanen bucks were bred to 
the short-eared does.  But until the late 1930's, 
few serious attempts were made to develop a 
true LaMancha by breeding type-to-type."  
 
The LaMancha breed was accepted into the 
DGSA as a dairy goat breed in 2016 after em-
bryos and semen was successfully imported to 
Australia from the USA. Whilst no LaMancha 
stock is currently known to be in WA at present it 
is anticipated this will change as more animals 
are breed and become available to members. 
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Health testing requirements for DGSA shows in WA 
 

Exhibitors at shows in WA are required to provide a report showing a negative blood 
test result for CAE (caprine arthritis and encephalitis), for any animal entered which is 
over 6 months of age. These reports should be submitted to the show convenor/
steward along with your entry form. If you are unsure how to arrange testing for your 
goats, contact your veterinarian who can assist you with this. 
 

There is currently no requirement for animals to be tested for Johnes to attend shows 
in WA.  
 

The DGSWA is currently reviewing the testing requirements, and consideration is be-
ing given to the possibility of developing a branch-run Market Assurance Scheme or 
utilizing the national CAE accreditation scheme when it comes into effect. This will al-
low exhibitors to gain and maintain higher herd health status. Any comments regard-
ing biosecurity requirements for shows can be submitted to Keren Muthsam – ke-
ren.muthsam@uwa.edu.au or posted to 48 Keenan St. Wungong, WA 6112. 
 

During this coming show season, remember to follow the basics of good hygiene and 
biosecurity amongst fellow exhibitors at shows, such as:  
  

 Ensuring milk buckets have firm lids in place at all times 
 Not sharing milk for kid feeding with other exhibitors 
 Not allowing does to leak milk in the show ring 
 Not allowing does to graze in the show ring or to steal food from other exhibitors 

pens/buckets 
 Keeping buckets, feed, water and milk away from aisles/laneways where other 

goats may access them 
 Washing/sanitizing hands if you are going to help another exhibitor handle or 

especially milk their does 
 Keeping good distance between milking does of different exhibitors 
 Ensuring faeces in common areas are cleaned promptly 

 

FOR SALE - Anglo Nubian buck kids 
 

   

ALL with American bloodlines from 
elite show goats. 
 

Prices start at $750  
 

Our babies are bottle fed from birth 
and disbudded. 
 

Our complete herd is tested nega-
tive for CAE 
 

Fully up-to-date on vaccinations 
and worming and  registered with 
the Dairy Goat Society of Australia. 
 

ALSO coming soon - Saanen and 
British Alpine kids. 

 

For all enquires please contact Betty Keown on Email betdale@bigpond.com  or 
phone (08) 96351134 
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A visit to dairy goats in New Zealand   

 

(kindly provided by Keren Muthsam) 
 

In February/March this year I was very lucky to be 
able to go on my first ever overseas trip, to New 
Zealand to meet my partner’s family. Although 
most of my three weeks holiday was taken up with 
family and sightseeing, I did manage to sneak 
away twice to take a look at the dairy goats in the 
North Island.  
 

Firstly was the chance to attend Kumeu Show, 
one of the outer suburbs of Auckland. The show 
society was very generous and had sent me free 
tickets when they heard that I was going to attend. 
The weather was horrible, bitterly cold and raining, 
and they ended up opening the showgrounds free 
to everyone to attend, which saved the day. I was 
pleasantly surprised to see that the judge was 
none other than Sue Seager from NSW, so it was 
nice to catch up with Sue as well. I ended up helping steward, take photos and even held a 
couple of goats in the show ring. We used an area of the goat shed as a makeshift judging 
ring, since the goats certainly didn’t want to go outside.  
 

Dairy goat shows are quite different in NZ. The first noticeable difference is that all the breeds 
are shown together eg. Class 1 – Kidded doe in milk, 2 years and under. The second differ-
ence is that “herd register” animals – the equivalent of our purebreds – are judged in sepa-
rate classes to “associated record” animals – what we would call our Appendix animals. 
These sections have their own Champion Doe which then compete against each other for 
Best in Show. There is also a different class called the Champions Challenge. Does who 
have their Grand Champion title (the equivalent of our Australian Championship) are judged 
separately to the other does, although still eligible for Best in Show. This allows the GCH 
points for the show to be awarded to does who do not yet have the title, rather than giving 
them to a doe who has already gained her title.  
 

Presentation of the goats was very different to what I am used to seeing in WA, with most of 
the goats shown “as is”. There was very little clipping/trimming and many of the goats hadn’t 
even been bathed – possibly due to the very cold and wet weather. I don’t think I saw a single 
rug on any of the goats, neither for warmth nor for the purposes of keeping them clean. There 
were several commercial dairies who attended and exhibited their animals, and those does 
had been literally pulled out of the commercial herd that morning to go along to the show. 
Many of the does were in ‘paddock condition’ compared with the show does we are used to 
seeing here, which are often fatter than is probably healthy.  
 

Conformation was quite different to the goats we 
have in WA, with less emphasis on correct topline 
and leg structure. However the udder confor-
mation was some of the best I’ve ever seen, par-
ticularly the Saanens from the commercial dairy 
had absolutely impeccable udder shape and at-
tachment. They also did extremely well in the pro-
duction classes; it was very clear that these does 
are bred first and foremost as dairy production ani-
mals, even though many were towards the end of 
their lactation. One doe was producing 4.6L/day 
on once a day milking and the owner was strug-
gling to dry her off. 
  

Bucks were exhibited despite it being well into the mating season; naturally this led to a bit of 
a smelly shed and some interesting antics between fighting bucks and does in heat.  
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Photo Gallery - Kumeu Show, NZ 
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 A visit to dairy goats in New Zealand (continued) 
 

I was extremely interested to see the Sable breed which is very popular in New Zealand 
and was well represented at the show. Unlike the Australian Experimental standard for 
Sables, which describes one colour pattern, the breed in NZ is allowed to be any colour 
other than white. I have always been very interested in this breed, as one of my Saanen 
does gave me coloured kids a few years ago and I really liked the combination of superb 
temperament, colour and good milking ability. Sable breeders in NZ also say they have 
higher butterfat and protein than Saanens. At the show there were a number of really 
stunning does and bucks, including one doe who has received her Grand Champion title. 
The colours ranged from tan with dorsal stripe and black points (as is the aim in Australia), 
Toggenburg coloured, British Alpine marked but blue instead of black, and there was even 
a solid black doe kid who was just lovely, very sweet and friendly. I made the mistake of 
congratulating an exhibitor on her beautiful Toggenburg, only to be told she was a Sable! 
Woops!  
 

The other different breed that is in NZ is the “Alpine”, as distinct from the “British Alpine”. 
In NZ, British Alpine goats are all purebreds, descended from the first British Alpine im-
port. The Alpines, while having the same coat colour and markings, have been upgraded 
by crossbreeding with other breeds at some stage. I found myself unable to tell the differ-
ence between the two visually, though it was explained to me that most breeders use both 
types while a few prefer only the British Alpine. Probably a bit like the Heritage Anglo Nu-
bians here in Australia. 
 

All the breeders and stewards were very wel-
coming and it was lovely to have a chance to 
meet them and their goats.  
 

A few days after the show, I was able to fur-
ther investigate the Sable breed by visiting a 
commercial dairy goat farm near Morrinsville, 
comprised of mostly Sables and Saanens. 
Almost all of the coloured goats in the photos 
are Sables, even the ones that look like 
Toggenburgs or British Alpines. The commer-
cial herd was much like some I’ve seen in 
Australia, similar practices and goals, alt-
hough feeding revolved around silage more so than hay due to the climate. I was sur-
prised that parasite control was not as big of an issue as I imagined, given that my impres-
sion was of a very wet climate. Perhaps their goats are well adapted, or the cold tempera-
tures assist in reducing the paddock burden. 
 

All in all it was a really enjoyable visit, a beautiful country and very friendly people. I would 
have liked to visit more studs but the patience of my non-goat-orientated fiancée only 
stretches so far. I hope to go back another time and visit the South Island, as I’m told the 
type of dairy goat there is quite different, to suit the more rugged terrain.  
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Show Preparation Workshop 
Where:  362 Garvey Rd DARDANUP 

When:   Sunday 20 August at 10:00 am 

Why:  I have been approached by several people, enquiring about show 
 preparation.  It will be easier to demonstrate than to talk about 

Anything else?  Yes, please bring your own lunch 

For enquires or bookings please contact Sharyn Dauti on 0439 920 238 or 
dautsh@iprimus.com.au  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
 
   

    
  

DGSWA is seeking volunteers interested in undertaking the following roles: 
 

 WA Goatkeeper Editor 
 WA Judges Training Coordinator 
 WA Judges Adjudicator 
 Convenor - Osborne Park Show 
 

Please apply via Secretary Shirley Gillies  on (08) 9571 4145 or Email: jaydonnubi-
ans@westnet.com.au  

 

VACANT POSITIONS 
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  UPCOMING 2017 EVENT LISTING 
 

(When exhibiting goats at any Show you must complete a Waybill and 
include the PIC no. of that Show Ground. These are listed below.) 

** PLEASE NOTE AMENDED DATES ** 
 

 Northam Agricultural Show (PIC No.WCSG0089)  9 September 2017 
  

 see Website  http://www.northamshow.com.au/ 
 

 Perth Royal Show  (PIC No.WCSG0001)        23 - 30 September 2017 
  

 see Website  http://www.perthroyalshow.com.au/ 
  

 Dardanup Bull & Barrel Festival (PIC No.WCSG0022) 7 October 2017   
  

 (Display only)   
 see Website www.bullandbarrel.net.au 
 

 Toodyay Show   (PIC No. WCSG0030)     7 October 2017   
  

 (Display and soap sales only)   
 see Website www.toodyayagsociety.com.au 
 

 Kelmscott /Branch Show  (PIC No. WCSG0033)        21 October 2017 
 

 see Website http://kelmscottshow.com.au/ 
 

 Brunswick Show (PIC No. WCSG0019)           28 October 2017 
  

 see Website  http://brunswickshow.com.au/ 
  
 Gidgegannup Show  (PIC No. WCSG0023)          28 October 2017 
  

 see Website  http://gidgegannup.info/community/agsociety.htm 
 

 Busselton Show  (PIC No. WCSG0036)             04 November 2017 
  

 see Website  http://www.busseltonshow.com.au/ 
 

 Collie Show   (PIC No. WBSG0034)             18 November 2017 
  

 see Website  www.collieag.org.au  
 

 Osborne Park Show  (PIC No. WASG0075)        18 November 2017
  

 see Website  http://opas.org.au/  
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Vale Joan Fergusson Stewart 
 

I first met Joan in 1967 when she judged the Dairy Goat Section at the Sydney Royal Easter 
Show, where I was assisting local goat breeders exhibit their goats (the next year 1968 was 
the first Royal that I exhibited at with my own goats). 
 

Joan filled many rolls within the Goat Society over many years including Branch President 
and Federal Vice President, Secretary , Publicity Officer, Judging School Adjudicator, 
Branch Inspector, Branch Panel Judge and Australian Judges Panel Member and was 
made a Life Member of the Society for her work with and her love of goats. 
 

An avid show exhibitor with her Riversleigh goats in the 1960's to the 1980's Joan was for 
many years the Chief Steward at Perth Royal Show  as well as being convener for Os-
bourne Park Show. 
 

Joan kept Saanen and Anglo Nubian dairy goats  as well as being  involved with the fledg-
ing Angora  goat industry in the 1960's before they became popular and split from the Goat 
Breeders Society of Australia. 
 

For the last few years Joan has been the DGSWA Patron  and has made well received do-
nations to our Branch funds, which she was happy to do so,  as she was no longer able to 
help physically with the Branches running. 
 

Joan has truly been a stalwart member of our Branch and we offer our sincere condolences 
to her family and friends ,Joan's passing is a sad loss to the goat family. 
 

Dave Robinson - WA Branch President 
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THE COURIER MAIL 
 

Life Member and first interstate mem-
ber and Editor of ANSA for many 
years, Mrs. Joan Fergusson- Stewart 
judging the Royal National Association 
Show in Brisbane. 
 

Two coloured does, Nancy and Sheba, 
born in 1961 were registered in Appendix 
D and were the beginning of Mrs. Joan 
Fergusson-Stewart’s venture into Anglo-
Nubian breeding in W.A.  
 

In 1966, her first purebred does were 
born, Riversleigh Laura and Riversleigh 
Shoshanna, sired by Wingfield Alexan-
der. Another stud that would feature 
prominently in future years was begin-
ning. 
 

Riversleigh stock can be found in many 
pedigrees and was eagerly sought 
throughout the nation. 
 

26.9.1974       
 

THE COUNTRYMAN  W.A.  
 

This Dam, Filleo Sarai, and Daughter, 
Riversleigh Sahara, won many awards 
between them for Riversleigh Stud 
owner, Mrs. Joan Fergusson Stewart 
(right) holding Riversleigh Sahara. 
With the Dam, Filleo Sarai, which won 
Type and 24 hr. Production and Best 
Udder is Del Scudds, of Gidgegannup. 
Riversleigh Sahara was judged Cham-
pion Anglo-Nubian doe and the best 
W.A. bred doe. Mrs. Fergusson Stew-
art also took first in Progeny Pair with 
the progeny of Filleo Sinuhe, including 
Filleo Sarai and Glenmere Ilsa.  
 

Mrs. Joan Fergusson-Stewart (W.A.) was also a Life Member of ANSA (Anglo-Nubian Society of 
Australia) and was the Editor for several years. She is recorded as the first interstate member. 
 

Joan was so delighted to see the recorded history of the Anglo-Nubians in Australia compiled by Shel-
ley Johnson that she donated $500 to ANSA. 
 

 

VALE: JOAN FERGUSSON - STEWART 
 

Articles kindly provided by Shelley Johnston  (TAS) 
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 WA FUTURITY STAKES 
Event Description: 
The WA Futurity Stakes is an annual fundraising competition 
whereby DGSWA members nominate particular buck/doe 
matings prior to the does kidding and the resulting doe kids 
compete for prizes. The annual WA Futurity classes include 
doe kid, goatling and first lactation doe competitions each 
with special awards and rosettes. 

Definitions: 

WA Futurity Stakes Coordinator: the WA Futurity Stakes 
Coordinator is a person nominated by the DGSWA Commit-
tee. The WA Futurity Stakes Coordinator receives nomina-
tions and entries, compiles the eligibility lists and provides 
them to DGSWA Committee annually just prior to the respec-
tive competitions.  

Doe Kid: any female kid resulting from a nominated mating that is under 12 months and unkidded 
as at the date of the WA Futurity Stake – doe kid competition 

Goatling: any female offspring resulting from a nominated mating that is 12 months and under 24 
months, and unkidded as at the date of the WA Futurity Stake – goatling competition 

First lactation doe: any female offspring resulting from a nominated mating that has kidded for 
the first time between 12 and 38 months of age and is currently on her first lactation at the date of 
the WA Futurity Stake – first lactation doe competition 

Rules 

1. All nominations and entries to be submitted to the WA Futurity Stakes Coordinator. 

2. Nomination/entry fees are payable to the DGSWA via the Treasurer. Animals are only con-
sidered eligible once full and correct payment has been received. 

3. The WA Futurity Stakes Coordinator will compile eligibility lists and provide them to the 
DGSWA Committee annually just prior to the respective competitions. The Coordinator will 
also compile a list of entries for each class (kid, goatling and first lactation doe) and provide 
them to the relevant Show Convenor prior to the show being judged. 

4. Initial nominations for matings may be submitted by the doe’s owner at any date up until the 
doe’s kidding date. 

5. The venue(s) for each section will be determined by the DGSWA Committee at the first 
meeting after the AGM. Where possible the classes will be run at a show which does not 
clash with another DGSWA event, and if possible has an Eastern States judge. Chosen ven-
ue(s) for each section to be advertised in the WA Goatkeeper. Subsequent changes to ven-
ue if required must be made by a majority vote at a DGSWA committee meeting. 

6. Individual goats can only compete in each category (kid, goatling, first lactation doe) once. 

7. Goats can only compete if full payment has been received for their nominations/entries, and 
these nominations/entries are in order. 

8. Eligibility to compete can be transferred with the sale of a goat provided that the nominations 
and fees are kept up to date.  

9. Should any situation arise in which a decision cannot be made using the aforementioned 
rules, the DGSWA committee must be consulted and reach a decision by a majority vote.  
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WA Futurity Stakes 

BACKGROUND: 
The DGSWA conducts an annual competition called the “WA Futurity Stakes” whereby DGSWA 
members nominate does they have mated (prior to kidding) and the resulting female offspring 
compete for prizes . Each year classes are conducted for kids, goatlings and first lactation does 
at specified shows that resulted from the nominated matings. In order to compete in the initial 
kid classes its important you nominate your pregnant does prior to kidding and maintain the 
offspring’s subsequent annual re-nominations to be eligible to compete in the goatling classes 
(the following year) and first lactation classes thereafter.  

NOMINATION PROCESS: 
Step 1: After your does are mated and you believe they are in kid, submit details of the nomi-
nated mating on the nomination form (page 28), along with $3 for each mating you wish to 
nominate to the Keren Muthsam - 48 Keenan Street Wungong WA 6112 or Email to  
keren.muthsam@uwa.edu.au. 
 

Step 2: The doe kids born from these nominated matings can be entered in the Futury Kid Clas-
ses held at the Kalamunda Agricultural Show (April 2018). The is no limit on the number of doe 
kids you can enter, provided they are a result of the nominated matings and their entry is ac-
companied by an additional $3/kid entry fee. 
 

The following year the doe kids entered as kids are eligible to be entered as Goatlings 
(provided they have not kidded themselves) and subsequently first lactation milker classes., To 
enter the goatling and first lactation classes you will need to pay an additional $5/per goat en-
try for each competition. 
 

All goats must be entered each year to remain eligible to compete the following year. If you are 
unable to show the animal for any reason one year, provided you pay the entry fee, that indi-
vidual animal will remain eligible to compete the following year. If the fee is not paid the ani-
mal will no longer be eligible to continue in the competition the following year(s). 
 

All monies paid are not refundable, and go into the prize pool. In 2016 Prize winners in each 
category - Doe Kid, Goatling and First Lactation Milker - received $50 for first place, $25 for 
second and $15 for third, as well as a trophy and rosette. 
 

Any questions please contact WA Futurity Stakes Coordinator - Keren Muthsam on  0406 426 
744 or Email keren.muthsam@uwa.edu.au 

Above: Anglo Nubian doe kids competing in their Futurity Stakes class in 2016 
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