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WA Goatkeeper: 
The WA Goatkeeper is published six times per year and is free to all Dairy Goats 
Society of Australia—Western Australian members. Non-members can subscribe to 
receive electronic copy free or pay $20 per year to receive a hard copy. 
 

Advertising:  
Advertising in the WA Goatkeeper is FREE for all DGSA WA Branch members, subject to 
sufficient available space. All adverts must be received by the Editor at least 2 weeks prior 
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Articles may be reproduced unless otherwise stated.  

 

EFT PAYMENT NOW AVAILABLE 
Members wishing to forward payment to DGSWA  
can now transfer payment electronically. If you do 
forward payment via EFT please ensure you ad-
vise the Treasurer via email.  

BAMK DETAILS 
NAME: THE DAIRY GOAT SOCIETY OF W.A. Inc 
BSB Number:       633-000 
Account No:        157100512 
Bank:       BENDIGO BANK, TOODYAY  6566. 
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From the Editor 
 

Hope everyone is keeping dry and warm and enjoying a break from 
shows. Like me many of you are probably slowly drying off your milk-
ers and eagerly waiting in anticipation of this seasons kids. I’ve been 
very fortunate to have the opportunity to travel around Australia judg-
ing goats recently and I come home both motivated and appreciative 
of the quality of goats in WA. 
 

This issue includes entry form for WA Futurity Stakes. Please ensure 
you nominate prior to your does kidding. As editor I endeavour to 
source a range of articles including recipes, husbandry advice as well 
as details of websites and service providers applicable to goat keep-
ing. If you come across items you might feel of interest to fellow goat 
enthusiasts please forward for consideration.  
 

Meanwhile enjoy your goats and all the best to you, your families and goats.  
 

Trevor Blight - EDITOR 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….………. 

Fund Raising Raffle a HUGE Success 
 

The Branch recently conducted a raffle to fund raise. A special thank you to the following  
members who generously donated prizes: 
  

 Trevor & Shirley Blight 
 Robyne & Gerry Coe 
 Sharyn & Rebecca Dauti 
 Shirley Gillies 
 Marilyn Gittos 
 Di & Petrina Porter 
 Sandra Woodward 
 Plus Debbie Barrett Quilting (non member) 
 

A special thanks to raffle coordinator Keren Muthsam. The raffle was drawn on Saturday, 20th 
May 2017 at the DGSA Federal Council Dinner. The major prize winners were as follows: 
 

 1st Dairy goat quilt    Janet Scott (WA)  
 2nd Embroidered cushions  Betty Keown (WA) 
 3rd Woollen shawl   Betty Keown (WA) 
 4th Five kid rugs   Steve Baldock (TAS) 
 5th Crocheted rug   Sue Davey (TAS) 
 6th Goat design pot holders James Parlevliet (NSW) 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

CHANGE OF FEES (from 1st October 2017) 
  

At the 2017 Federal Council meeting the following price increases were approved, to be effec-
tive as of 1st October 2017. All prices are including GST. All other fees remain the same. 
 Ordinary Membership $99.00 (3 & 5 year memberships have been discontinued) 
 AGW Subscription $55.00 (Australian non-members), $65.00 (Overseas subscription) 
 Doe kid registrations up to 6 months - $13.50/registration 
 Doe kid registrations 6-12 months - $20.00/registration 
 Buck registrations - $40.00/registration 
 Transfers - $18.00/transfer 
 App D/IR - $20.00/registration.  Registered at any age. 
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From the President 
 

I hope all of you have had a successful start to your breeding 
program this year. 
 

Our rains were a bit late coming this year but our new 
"Sunshine State"  name was a bit dented last weekend  when 
the DGSA Annual Meeting and Federal Council were held in 
Perth on a cold and wet weekend. At the Dinner on Saturday 
night we had seventeen DGSWA members attend to meet the 
other delegates and visitors , all of whom had a very enjoya-
ble time. The major raffle and running raffle on the night 
raised some funds for the Branch  and I thank and congratu-
late the winners and those members and others who donated 
prizes  and assisted with its running. I would also like to 
thank ,firstly Sharyn Dauti who took over organizing the weekend for a job well done and for 
Keren Muthsam for stepping at late notice as Proxy for Trevor Blight at the meeting. 
 

Unfortunately the Branch has lost ten members that did not renew their membership this 
year, a trend that is the same over most Branches. 
  

Thanks 
 

Dave Robinson (State President) 

No butts, it’s Basil the man-dog-goat 
 

The West Australian, 10 Mar 2017 
 

Photo: Horse trainer Jo Offen with 
Basil the goat and Kzuri at Bandy 
Creek, Esperance. Picture: Mogens 
Johansen Steve Butler 
 

We’re not kidding, WA has another 
emerging celebrity goat. 
 

Ready to butt heads in the populari-
ty stakes with WA comedy identity 
Gary The Goat, who has nearly 1.7 
million Facebook followers, is Esper-
ance bleater Basil The Goat. 
 

By his owner Kevin Scott’s admis-
sion, Basil thinks he is anything but 
a goat. He eats lolly snakes and 
Redskins, peels his own bananas, 
intimidates dogs on the banks of Bandy Creek and chases cars. The one-year old also has a crook-
ed left horn. 
 

“My wife ran over him as a little goat when he jumped off the Mule, one of those four-wheel carts,” 
Mr Scott said. “He put his head under the wheel and broke his horn, which still looks a bit ugly, but 
he’s still with us and loves that Mule and rides everywhere on it just like a dog. I think he’s part-
human, part-dog.” 
 

Basil is a beach regular at Esperance. His outdoor antics prevent the Scotts from having any signifi-
cant garden and his indoor behaviour is even worse. 
 

“He’ll eat any piece of paper off the bench, lollies, tomatoes and he’ll take one bite out of every 
piece of fruit in the fruit bowl to make sure you give it to him later on” Mr Scott said. 
 
Reference ; https://www.pressreader.com/australia/the-west-australian/20170310/281852938368249  
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State Milk Awards Officer’s Report  
 

Hello everyone. 
 

There is not much to report on recent  herd recording as many does have been 
either reduced to once a day milking or have been dried up, ready for  breed-
ing.  Others are working towards completing their 365 day lactations.  There is 
no need to stop herd recording If you have put your doe on once a day milking, 
she can still be herd recorded and will be able to claim her figures. 
 

Since my last report, the following claims have been made.  Congratulations 
are on offer for these does and their owners – 
 

 Dandalee Park Sweet Pea  *Q*2  T&S Blight 
 Cedarvale Park Sophie2 R128  T&S Blight 
 Paperbark Gully Izzy  R167  T&S Blight 
 Kalama Mirii   Q*  A Jung & B Hood 
 

Last season, 1st of September 2015 – 31st of August 2016, there were a total of 56 does that were milk 
tested.  A breakdown of Claims made is – 
 

DOES: 
One day Production Tests)  *Q*   42 Q*  12  * (star)   6 
Herd Recording    RS Awards   1 R Awards  3 RM Awards  1  
Independent Herd recording     F Awards  5 
 

BUCKS 
Daggers † 9 SM Awards 2 
 

I congratulate all the does and bucks on their awards as well as the owners who milk tested and claimed 
the awards. 
 

If anyone would like to know more about milk testing, claims and awards, please contact me on either 
0439 920 238 or dautsh@iprimus.com.au  

UPDATE - PERTH ROYAL SHOW  
 

Preparations for the 2017 Perth Royal Show are well under way. 
Our timeline will remain the same as previous years, but please 
note this year's show is a week earlier than usual, running from 
the 23rd to the 30th of September.  
 

Dairy goats will arrive in the morning on Wednesday 27th Sep-
tember, with the main judging being held on Friday 29th Septem-
ber and judging of the kid parade on 30th September. Schedules 

should be available by the time you receive this Goatkeeper, a well as entries being open.  
 

This year we will have the opportunity to enter online through the RAS website (however you can still 
enter by paper form as usual if you prefer). Entries close on the 4th August. If you require bunk room 
accommodation, please email your requests to me at the earliest convenience.  
 

As we get closer to the show it is also helpful if you can let me know how many kids you will be bringing 
and their sizes. I know several breeders have embarked on AI programs this year and I really look for-
ward to seeing these kids in the kid parade this year. I would ask that all kid parade entries and doe kid-
ding dates/lactation numbers be forwarded to me in advance of the show this year, as there is not 
enough time and volunteers to coordinate this information at the show.  
 

If anyone would like to volunteer throughout the show, please let me know and we can arrange compli-
mentary passes for the days you are attending. Many thanks, and I look forward to another successful 
year of showing. Keren Muthsam (Chief Steward - Dairy Goat Section ) 
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Minnesota's Gordy the goat rescued from kidnappers 
 

The West Australian, 10 Mar 2017 
Photo: St. Paul Police Department 
pose with captured goat named 
Gordy that was stolen from Indian 
Mounds Park in Minnesota, U.S. 
on May 5, 2017.   
 

Call it a 'kid'-napping. 
 

When St. Paul, Minnesota, po-
lice early Friday searched a 
GMC Yukon Denali that had 
crashed following a chase, they 
found an unlikely victim in the 
cargo area. 
 

Four people fled the sports-
utility vehicle, but Gordy the 
goat was found lying down with 
an orange electrical cord 
around his neck. 
 

Police said Gordy had been abducted at Indian Mounds Park from a herd of goats that had been 
rented by the St. Paul Parks and Recreation department. Their job: To eat invasive plants on a 
difficult-to-reach bluff along the Mississippi River. 
 

It was the St. Paul Police Depart-
ment's first known case of goat-
thieving, said spokesman Steve 
Linders. The motive is still a mys-
tery. 
 

"I wish I knew," said Clare Cloyd, 
a spokeswoman from St. Paul 
Parks and Recreation, which was 
only three days into its experiment 
with the goat herd when the theft 
occurred. 
 

Linders said two 29-year-old men 
were arrested on potential charg-
es of gross misdemeanour theft 
and fleeing police. 
 

Gordy was returned unharmed to 
the park. Some of his herd had 
escaped through a damaged 
fence and were rounded up, ac-
cording to park officials. Since 
then, a police Facebook post 
about the incident has gotten an 
usual amount of attention with 
comments like "stealing really gets 
my goat." 
 

(Reporting by Chris Kenning; Editing by An-
drew Hay)  
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Zimbabwe's new 'GOAT' 
currency?  

Minister announces livestock-for-school-fees plan 
 

Harare - Cash-strapped Zimbabwe's latest plan to have parents 
pay school fees in goats has got some Zimbabweans up in arms - 
but not everyone thinks it's a bad idea. 
 

Education Minister Lazarus Dokora and a ministry official have told 
the state-controlled Sunday Mail that schools must be "flexible" 
when demanding outstanding fees from parents. 
 

"Parents of the concerned pupils can pay their fees using live-
stock," education ministry permanent secretary Sylvia Utete-
Masango was quoted as saying. 
 

News of the new fees deal (which also includes encouraging par-
ents in towns and cities to offer free labour at schools in lieu of hard 
cash) comes after Finance Minister Patrick Chinamasa announced last week that banks could now ac-
cept goats, cattle, sheep and chickens as collateral for loans. 
 

Zimbabwe is in the grip of worsening cash shortages that mean locals frequently spend hours in bank 
queues to withdraw cash. 
 

Shops have just been ordered to reduce the amount of cash they allow card-holders to take as 
"cashback" to just $20, though many stores no longer offer this service. 
 

News24 saw shoppers queuing for just $4 in cashback earlier this month. Most cashback is in the form 
of "bond notes", a special-to-Zimbabwe currency that has no value outside the country, except perhaps 
to novelty hunters on Ebay.  
 

President Robert Mugabe's government says the cash shortages are due to people "externalising" hard 
cash (taking it out of the country) and retailers who refuse to bank their cash. 
But critics say it's to do with the lack of investment and years of low industrial production and rising un-
employment inside Zimbabwe. 
 

Hyperinflation wiped out Zimbabwe's precursor to the bond note, the "bearer cheque", in 2008-9. 
 

Social media 
The goats-for-fees-and-collateral plan has elicited responses ranging from scorn to something much 
more accommodating on social media. 
 

Well-known filmmaker Tsitsi Dangarembga tweeted: "If we had been told in 1970 'We are fighting to 
introduce cattle and goats as currency. Please help & die for this" what would we have said?"  
 

Publisher Trevor Ncube asked in a tweet: "Who needs the greenback when you have goats?" 

A joke circulating on WhatsApp has a picture of a goat and the words: "BREAKING NEWS: Zimbabwe 

introduces a new currency." 

There are those who see the goats-for-fees offer as a practi-

cal solution in cases where parents have no cash. "Better 

mbudzi (goats) than no fees at all," said one Zimbabwean. 

Others felt it was not fair that the schools would now have 

the headache of trying to find a buyer with cash for the 

goats - while it's also been pointed out that not every rural 

parent has goats or property to barter. 

Lawyer and activist Fadzayi Mahere said: "Cows and goats to secure bank loans. Cows and goats to pay 

school fees. Very soon we shall need a Reserve Kraal of Zimbabwe." 

Reference: http://www.news24.com/Africa/Zimbabwe/zimbabwes-new-goat-currency-minister-announces-livestock-for-school-fees-plan-

20170417  
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Goat yoga is the hottest new fit-
ness trend 
 

By Emily Saul  April 16, 2017 
 

People in New Hampshire aren’t kidding about this 
new new yoga trend — in which baby goats are un-
leashed on practitioners backs for some light hoof 
massage. 
 

The farm-based trend is so popular the Nottingham 
studio has a 350-person wait list, according to the 
New Hampshire Union Leader newspaper. 
 

Five baby Nigerian goat yogis are let loose on the 
seven-person class. Participants are encouraged to 
laugh as the kids sniff their hair and climb onto their 
backs during practice. 
 

“The response has been overwhelming,” Jenness Farm owner Peter Corriveau told the local 
paper. “We stopped taking names for waiting lists after they hit 350 people, so we’re trying to 
add in another instructor, add some more days of the week for classes and get a bigger 
space in the barn so we can accommodate as many people as we can.” 

 

The goats help lower blood pressure, 
and make less-experienced yogis 
more comfortable trying something 
new, patron Artie Boutin said. 

 

“It’s a lot less intimidating when you have five baby 
goats running around, jumping on you,” according to 
Boutin. “Nobody is paying attention to you at all.” 
 

“It brings so much joy, and everyone loves babies, es-
pecially baby animals,” instructor Janine Bibeau told the 
news source. “Having them around, it’s like animal ther-
apy. Studies show that animal therapy lowers stress 

levels and anxiety. It 
lowers your blood pres-
sure. Those are all 
things yoga does, too, 
so combining the two is 
just such a unique ex-
perience.” 
 
 

Reference:   http://nypost.com/2017/04/16/goat-yoga-is-
the-hottest-new-fitness-trend/ 
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 The Australian Brown Dairy Goat 
 

All-brown goats had appeared from time to time in dairy herds in Australia, 
but it was not until the 1990s that some breeders decided to keep them and 
try to establish them as a breed. Browns had come from Saanen, Toggen-
burg and British Alpine backgrounds. At the beginning of the 1990s all-
brown stock were to be found in three states in sufficient numbers to enable 
breeders to exchange stock and begin a breeding programme. 
 

In Victoria a large enough herd was developed for brown to brown matings 
to occur. These matings produced consistent type and colour and it was de-
termined that the solid coat was recessive to white Swiss markings. They 
had good udders, were high producers of milk and had good butterfat and 
protein levels. They also had extended lactations and noted for their ease of 
milking. 
 

In April 1996 the DGSA provided an Experimental List-
ing that included an 'All Brown' standard. This register 
operated for ten years before being reviewed. During 
this time numbers of Browns increased and they were 
given access to the show ring in Victoria by the intro-
duction of 'any other variety' classes. They were also 
permitted into udder classes to be assessed alongside 
existing breeds. 
In May 2006 the all-browns were accepted by the 
DGSA as a breed under the name Australian Brown. 
 

General Description: Elegant, with dairy quality. Fine 
without tending to weakness.  An alert expression and 
stance, combined with a docile temperament.  Does 
feminine, bucks obviously masculine in appearance.   

Reference: http://www.dairygoats.org.au/breeds/brown.html 

 

 
 
 
 
Man in bizarre fight with goat 

 

A man was taken to hospital with dehydration after being attacked by a goat in the Gold Coast Hin-
terland on 11th November 2016. 
 

The man, in his 70s, suffered abrasions, grazes and dehydration after “struggling and fighting” with 
the goat for some time, a Queensland Ambulance spokeswoman said. 
 

It is believed the man was attacked by the mountain goat during his morning walk. 
 

Paramedics were called to the Panorama lookout at Tallai about 5.30am after the victim raised the 
alarm, reporting a stray goat with large horns was attacking him. 
 

It is understood the struggle between the man and the goat lasted for about 
an hour. 
 

Queensland Ambulance Service then required police assistance on the job 
because of the size of the wild animal, which fled the scene. 
 

The man was taken to the Gold Coast Robina Hospital in a stable condition. 
 

Reference: http://www.news.com.au/technology/science/animals/man-in-
bizarre-fight-with-goat/news-story/06a7e3f85c9a5bf9ba3a93f86e670b04  
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On the 29th April, in perfect weather, I had the pleasure of judging the Harvey show. The 
Show Committee had relocated the judging ring to a much larger arena, one more spacious 
and more easily seen by the public. 
 

Some new classes graced the schedule. The show was launched with some well prepared 
goats and their smartly dressed handlers. From purple feathers to formal black attire , this 
class was a fun beginning and set a friendly mood. 
 

Anglo Nubians and Saanens were well 
represented, the animals being of a 
high quality and well prepared. One 
Saanen, Dandalee Park Lena, consist-
ently impressed and therefore earned 
the Supreme ribbon. This lovely doe 
was strong , with great dairy quality. 
She had a well attached, capacious 
udder and a lovely bloom to her coat. 
Winning Best Udder on her first lacta-
tion and scoring highly in the produc-
tion class reinforced her quality.  
 

Kids and Goatlings dominated the day. 
The Saanens had plenty of entries in 
both classes. New AI genetics were 
evident in both age groups, making 
them interesting to judge.  
 

Dandalee Park Ivy was named Junior Champion. This doe was stylish and promising, 
showing a maiden udder and a beautiful top line and body length. 
 

Twin doe kids in the Nubian class were lovely, hard to fault and difficult to choose between. 
Brookshire Grace, the final choice , came down 
to a little more body length. Her sister made a 
coquettish attempt to charm my decision in her 
direction, but was unsuccessful. What promising 
youngsters!  
 

Newcomers to the show circuit, the Gordon fam-
ily, travelled many hours to Harvey. Hopefully, 
they will come to a Spring show with their ba-
bies this year, too! 
 

The final classes heralded some enthusiastic 
child handlers. One young doe took it upon her-
self to escape, but experienced goat wranglers 
saved the day and prevented disaster. 
 

This show was a fine example of what the 
DGSWA is about. Friendly competition, lovely 
animals shown to the public, support , camaraderie and 'goat talk' all day. 
 

The work done by chief steward Sharyn Dauti and her hard-working team , combined with 
the effort put in by all competitors to prepare and exhibit their animals, created a very suc-
cessful show. 

Harvey Show  
29th April 2017   

 

Judge’s Report - Trish Pottinger  
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Class 1: Best Presented Goat & Handler 
1st  Shirley  Blight 
2nd Rebecca Dauti 
3rd  Keren Muthsam 

 

Class 3: Saanen Doe, 3 to 6 years, in milk 
1st  Buttara Lotus  T & S Blight 

 

Class 7: Saanen Doe, 3 years and under , in milk 
1st  Dandalee Park Lena T & S Blight 
2nd Dandalee Park Tamsin T & S Blight 
 

Class 10: Anglo Nubian Doe, 3 years and under , in milk 
1st  Brookshire Asher  M Wiltshire 

 

Class 12: ADB Dry Doe 
1st  Brookshire Matilda M Wiltshire 

 

Class 13: Doe with Best Udder, 1st Lactaction 
1st  Dandalee Park Lena T & S Blight 
2nd  Brookshire Asher  M Wiltshire 
3rd Dandalee Park Tamsin T & S Blight 

 

Class 14: Doe with Best Udder, 2nd & Sub Lactn 
1st  Buttara Lotus  T & S Blight 

 

Champion Udder - Dandalee Park Lena 

Reserve Champion Udder - Brookshire Asher 

Harvey Show  
29th April 2017   

 

Judge - T Pottinger 

Above: Best Presented - Shirley Blight.  Below: Senior 
Champion & Reserve  Senior Champion Does - Dandalee 
Park Lena (right) and Brookshire Asher (left) 
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Class 15: Type & Production Doe 

1st  Buttara Lotus  T & S Blight 
 

Class 16: Type & 24 Hour Production Doe 
1st  Buttara Lotus  T & S Blight 
2nd Dandalee Park Lena T & S Blight 
3rd  Dandalee Park Tamsin T & S Blight 
 

Senior Champion Doe - Dandalee Park Lena 

Reserve Senior Champion Doe - Brookshire Asher 

Class 17: Saanen Goatling, 12 - 24 months  
1st  Dandalee Park Ivy T & S Blight 
2nd Dandalee Park Noni T & S Blight 
3rd  Betdale Olly Anda M & R Gordon 

 

Class 20:  Anglo Nubian Doe, 12 - 24 months  
1st Serendipity Rika  K Muthsam 

 

Champion Goatling - Dandalee Park Ivy (above right) 

Reserve Champion Goatling - Dandalee Park Noni 

Class 22:  Saanen Doe Kid, 6 - 12 months   
1st  Dandalee Park Lolah  T & S Blight 
2nd Serendipity Belladonna  K Muthsam 
3rd Kalama Primula   S & R Dauti 

Class 25:  Anglo Nubian Doe Kid, 6 - 12 months  
      1st  Brookshire Grace  M Wiltshire 

2nd Brookshire Keltie   M Wiltshire 
 

Class 27:  ADB Doe Kid, Under 6 months  
1st  Dandalee Park Indira  T & S Blight 
 

Champion Doe Kid - Brookshire Grace   
   (pic centre right photo, goat on left) 

Reserve Champion Doe Kid - Dandalee Park Lolah 
   (pic centre right photo, goat on right) 

Junior Champion Doe - Dandalee Park Ivy 
   (pic top right) 

SUPREME EXHIBIT - DANDALEE PARK LENA  
   (pic below right) 

Class 29:  Dam & Daughter  
1st  Brookshire Ma lda & daughter  M Wiltshire 

2nd   Bu ara Lotus      T & S Blight 
 

Class 30:  Sire’s Progeny Pair  
1st Dandalee Park Kokoda Pair T & S Blight 
2nd  Dandalee Park Imperial Pair S & R Dauti 
3rd  Cedarvale Park Monarch Pair T & S Blight 
 

Class 31:  Dam’s Progeny Pair  
1st  Brookshire Matilda daughters  M Wiltshire 

 

 

Harvey Show results continued……………. 
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Class 32:  Breeders Trio  

1st  Dandalee Park Trio T & S Blight 
2nd Kalama Trio S & R Dauti 
3rd  Brookshire Trio M Wiltshire 

Class 33:  Junior Handler, Under 13 yrs  
1st  Olivia Buckley 
1st  Charlotte Anderson 
1st Charlie Anderson 

Class 35:  Senior Handler 
1st  Trevor Blight  
1st  Shirley Blight 
1st Keren Muthsam  
1st Rebecca Gordon 
2nd  Sharyn Dauti 
2nd  Rebecca Dauti 
2nd  Aleisha Buckley 

 

Exhibitors: 
 

 T & S Blight 
 S & R Dauti 
 M & R Gordon 
 K Muthsam 
 M Wiltshire 

Harvey Show results continued……… 

Photos this page - 
Junior Handler  
competitors at the 
2017 Harvey Show 
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There are as many different "right" ways to feed goats as there are 
breeders. One breeder challenge-feeds her dairy goats. Milking 
does got a pound of grain for every two pounds of milk they pro-
duced. Another breeder feeds alfalfa hay free choice but limited 
grain. Dry does got no grain at all. Milkers got three pounds of grain 
a day, no more. Another feeds an all-in-one ration about half cotton-
seed hulls, free choice, and no hay at all. All are convinced that their 
feeding plan is the "right" one, and it is - for their herd.  

  

Here is a more usual feeding program: Most animal nutritionists agree that a 14% to 16% protein grain 
mix works well for dairy goats. Make sure that the dairy mix you buy isn't dusty. Goats prefer no-dust 
grain that is glued together with plenty of molasses. Substitute a horse grain mix if your local dairy mix 
doesn't have enough molasses to suit your goats or if it is too dusty. Hay is a critical factor. If you can 
get well-cured high-quality legume hay, it should be high in protein, and you will need less protein in 
your grain mix. If the best hay available is grass, that's just fine, but grass hay has less protein than leg-
ume hay, so you'll need a grain mix with more protein in it. Make sure that your hay is not overly dusty 
or mouldy. As with the grain mix, goats don't really like dusty hay, and mouldy hay can make them very, 
very sick.  
 

In certain parts of the country, finding good hay is very difficult. 
Talk with other local breeders, and check with horse breeders and 
your local cow dairy, if necessary. Also remember that grass hay 
is usually less expensive than a legume hay, and it might be more 
economical (and more healthful to your goats) to feed a good 
quality grass hay and up the protein with grain and mineral sup-
plements (which you might be feeding anyway).  
 

Growing kids may get a pound of grain a day and all the hay they can consume. Bucks are more varia-
ble. Depending upon their size, health, exercise, and amount of use they are getting, you might feed 
them anywhere from one to four pounds of grain a day and usually grass hay. 
 

In the last two months of pregnancy, you want to put your does on an "ascending plane of nutrition." 
This means that you want to gradually increase their grain ration. Some breeders feed up to two pounds 
of grain a day towards the end of pregnancy. Again, watch the condition of your pregnant does. A thin 
doe, carrying a huge load of kids, the mature does that milks a bunch, they will all probably need more 
grain.  
 

Many breeders will feed one pound of grain per three pounds of milk produced. Give less to fat does, 
more to thin ones. 
 

Most breeders feed hay free choice, allowing goats to eat all they want. An adult goat will eat four 
pounds of hay or more. Make sure that the hay feeders are clean. Goats will often put their feet in the 
feeders, increasing the possibility of contamination from worms. Goats also have the reputation as picky 
eaters. They'll eat the leaves off the hay and leave the stem. Check your feeders to make sure that the 
hay that remains is leafy and palatable, not just stem. You needn't throw away the stemmy leftovers. 
They make great feed for calves you may be raising on goat milk.  
 

Those raising meat, hair or working (goats for packing or pulling) will probably rely more on forage and 
you'll need to try to balance your goats' ration with an appropriate grain ration. With working goats espe-
cially, you'll need to keep a close eye on their condition and supplement their forage ration if you see 
they are looking a bit thin. 
 

Water is as important a "feed" as grain or hay. Always provide plenty of fresh, 
clean water for your goats. They also need a salt block or loose salt. In addi-
tion, many breeders will feed a loose mineral mix either free choice or sprin-
kled on their grain ration. Such supplements may contain beneficial bacteria 
which are intended to improve digestion and increase feed utilization. There 
are other mineral mixes meant to balance the calcium and phosphorus in your 
goats' diet. Finally, you can feed your bucks a mineral supplement meant to 
help increase their fertility and potency and improve their overall condition. 
 

Reference: http://www.caprinesupply.com/basic-feeding  
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Goats Milk Soap Recipe  
 

(Makes about 3 cups or 4, 4-oz bars) 
 

You could use any soap making recipe and sub-
stitute the milk for the water, but some milks are 
higher in fat, necessitating the use of more lye to 
make it work. I’ve used the following recipe and 
it works great. Depending on what kind of milk 
you use though, you may need to use a bit of 
additional lye. I used goat’s milk, and that has 
about the same amount of fat as whole cow’s 
milk. Others, such as buffalo, sheep, or yak 
(yes, yak!) have more fat. Increase your lye to 
6.5 ounces for these milks. 

 

Ingredients: 
 12 ounces coconut oil (find organic unrefined coconut oil here) 
 15 ounces olive oil (find bulk organic olive oil here) 
 13 ounces other oil – such as lard, sustainably-sourced palm oil, 

tallow, vegetable shortening, or another comparable oil (see 
“Additional Notes” section) 

 13 ounces milk 
 6 ounces lye – also called 100% sodium hydroxide (find it here or 

at local hardware stores) 
 1 ounce essential oils, optional (find 100% pure essential oils 

here) 
 additives such as oatmeal or lavender flowers, optional 
 

Directions: 
1. On the day before you make your soap, you need to freeze your milk. Getting it very cold isn’t 

good enough, it needs to be frozen. I put mine in zip top bags in the freezer and keep it there 
until I need it. Each bag is pre-measured at 13 ounces so it’s ready to use. 

2. Then, you need a large glass or stainless steel bowl. (Avoid using plastic, as it may absorb 
odours.) Put this in a larger bowl or the sink and fill the outside bowl about half full with cold 
water and ice so it’s very cold. In the inside bowl, place your frozen chunks of milk. 

3. Very slowly, add your lye and carefully squish it into the milk. A stainless steel potato masher 
works quite well for this step. Keep adding the lye until it is all incorporated. It will probably not 
get hot or even warm. Don’t worry about that, it doesn’t need to. If the ice in the outside bowl 
melts, keep replacing it. It needs to stay very cold. The milk may turn orange or even tan to 
light brown. This is normal. If it turns dark brown, you’ll need to start over. The milk is 
scorched at this point. The sugars in the milk are very sensitive and need to be kept very cold 
to keep them from scorching. And if you smell an ammonia-like smell, that is normal too – just 
keep going. This smell will fade while it is curing. 

4. When your lye/milk is ready, keep it on ice while you get the oils ready. Measure your oils us-
ing a kitchen scale. Combine oils and heat them slightly until they are about 110° – 125°F. 

5. When the oils are ready, slowly pour the lye/milk mixture into the oils. 
Mix by hand for the first 5 minutes and then use a stick (immersion) 
blender to bring it to trace. If you’ve never made soap before, this is 
where it gets quite thick, much like pudding. When it comes to a trace, 
add your essential oils and any additives and pour it into moulds. 

6. Wait 24 hours or more, remove from molds, and cut if desired. Wait 3-4 
weeks, turning it every so often so all sides have been exposed to air. 
You can test the pH with test strips to make sure it’s cured (desired pH 
is between 8-10), or use the old “touch your tongue to it” method. If you 
get any kind of tingle on your tongue, it’s not ready yet and will be too harsh on skin if used at 
this point. (I’ve been doing this since 1995 and that tiny bit of lye on an uncured bar will not 
hurt you.) Wrap when completely cured. 
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Additional Milk Based Soap Notes 
 

 Always keep your milk frozen and the lye/milk mixture cold. This is extremely im-
portant to prevent scorching. 

 Lye should be handled with extreme care as it is caustic 
and can burn your skin. Keep vinegar handy as it will neu-
tralize any lye burns. I got burned yesterday by reaching 
for a paper towel. I brushed my arm across the lye jar and 
didn’t think I actually hit it until later when it started to itch. 
I wiped it with vinegar, put some ointment on, and it’s not 
even red today. 

 Use only stainless steel or glass as plastic can pick up smells from the milk as it’s 
“working.” 

 Your other oil can be any oil with a comparable SAP value. The SAP value is the 
amount of lye that it takes to make that oil into soap. (Actually, it’s more than that, but 
that’s the short version.) I tend to stick with oils like palm and grapeseed, which have 
benefits for the skin. 

 To make milk soap with a whiter colour either use all clear 
oils or add small amounts of titanium dioxide. 

 If your soap mixture doesn’t trace, don’t worry. As long as 
it is blended well, it will be fine. There have been a few 
times when my soap didn’t trace and it worked out despite 
this. 

 It’s very common for your soap to turn gelatinous dur-
ing the first part of the curing stage. (It’s actually a good thing.) If this happens, do not 
stir or you’ll upset the balance. Allow it to sit untouched and it will be fine. 

Sec. Wallace & Dr. W. Thurnheer of Swiss Legation at Beltsville, Maryland milking a goat, ca. 1924.  
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Useful website for goat information, equipment, 
books etc 
 

About Caprine Supply http://www.caprinesupply.com/ 
 

Caprine Supply was founded in 
1978 in response to a need for quali-
ty products specifically designed for 
goat owners. Starting with a one 8" x 
11" folded flyer sent to goat owners 
in the four states adjoining Kansas, 
we have seen our business grow to 
one that services all fifty states in 
the United States and a long list of 
countries across the globe. In 1978, 
there was very little competition, but 
our goal then was to provide the 
very best products along with superi-
or service, then a quality lacking in 
most mail order companies. 
  

Today, even with the huge number of companies providing goods to goat owners, our goal re-
mains the same: To provide the very best products along with superior service. 
 

Our customers often tell us of their frustration with other goat supply companies, having to wait on 
orders for weeks and even months. That just doesn’t happen at Caprine Supply. We rarely have 
products on back order, so when you order from us, we process your order and ship it, usually the 
same day. That’s even true for items such as milking machines and milk stands. 
 

Our website is “open” 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. And our web orders are 
processed first each day, so it’s still the most efficient way to place your order. Our office is staffed 
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Central Time, and we try to answer the phone in 
three rings or less. 
 

Since we manufacture many of our products, we can handle our inventory more effectively and 
efficiently than other companies. Whether you mail, call, fax, or e-mail your order to us, or whether 
you have a problem with an order or a product, we will make sure that you get the same efficient, 
accurate service every time you do business with us. 
 

Our shipping department works extra hard to make sure that your order is shipped in the most 
economical way possible. We weigh each package and compare various shipping alternatives, 
and if we find we can ship your order for less than normal shipping costs (which are reflected in 
our normal shipping charges), we pass those savings on to you. We think not many other compa-
nies will go that extra step to keep your costs down. 
 

Here is what we pledge to you: Orders are normally shipped the day we receive them, and while 
other companies say they do this, many don’t have the huge inventory and dedicated staff we 
have to get your order out to you fast: “When You Want It.”  The same is true for our milking ma-
chines. Rarely will you wait more than a day for your machine to be shipped.  
 

All of the products we manufacture and sell are ones that we feel are the best possible at a price 
you (and we) can live with.  
 

If you have a problem with an order or product, please contact Customer Service at 913-585-1191 
or email us at info@caprinesupply.com within 48 hours of the package’s arrival. Please refer to 
our Returns under Customer Service link for instructions on returns, damaged packages, and our 
guarantee. Most important, contact us immediately if you have a problem. 
 

We know you have a choice in goat supply companies, and we thank you for choosing us. We try 
to repay your patronage by our continued striving to improve our service and products.   
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Goat Veterinary Consultancies - goatvetoz 
 

Goat Veterinary Consultancies - goatvetoz  is unique as it only deals with goats and goat 
owners.  The owner, Dr Sandra Baxendell, PSM, BVSc (Hons), PhD,  MAN-
ZCVSc,GCertApplSC (rural extension), GCertPSectMgt, PGDAppSc, MRurSysMan, is an 
extremely well qualified veterinarian, with her PhD,  as well as her veterinary college mem-
bership,  completed on goats. She has also completed her Certificate IV in Training and 
Assessment so that her courses can meet the requirements of the Vocational Education 
System if required. 
  
Her history is in her SlideShare presentation (click on link). She is very experienced with 
sick goats and how to treat sick goats, as well as advising about goat herd health prob-
lems.  She is also authorized to take blood samples for diseases accreditation e.g. Johne's 
disease and  CAE.  She has been disbudding kids for over 40 years.  
 

Goat Veterinary Consultancies - goatvetoz has her own Youtube channel and has made a 
series of helpful videos such as how to tell if a goat is anaemic (anemic in US spelling) or 
has pale mucous membranes.  Check it out here.  
 

(Goat Veterinary Consultancies - goatvetoz is a registered business name in Australia.) 
 

YouTube videos 
goatvetoz has its own channel with many useful videos e.g. feet-trimming, performing a Rapid 
Mastitis Test , taking a temperature of a goat, taking faecal (fecal) sample from a goat, giving a sub-
cutaneous injection, plus interviews with goat breeders who have eradicated CAE from their herds 
 

Mission of goatvetoz 
To improve goat owners' skills and 
knowledge and introduce husbandry 
systems to leave a legacy of healthier 
goats & stronger goat industries. 

Goat Veterinary Consultancies - goatvetoz 

22 Lesina  Street, Keperra, Brisbane,  

Queensland, Australia 

07 33556404 or  0477 813 278 

goatvetoz@gmail.com 
 
http://www.goatvetoz.com.au/about-us.html 
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Place Goat's Name Breed Points Owner/Exhibitor 
1st Paperbark Gully Trinity S 44 T & S Blight 

2nd Dandalee Park Tamsin S 35 T & S Blight 

3rd Betdale Daisy S 30 E Keown 

4th Cedarvale Park Sophie 2 S 29 T & S Blight 

5th Kalama Wild Rose S 27 S & R Dauti 

5th Buttara Lotus S 27 T & S Blight 

7th Betdale Reeny AN 24 E Keown 

8th Dandalee Park Lena S 23 T & S Blight 

9th Betdale Magill BA 22 E Keown 

9th Kalama Sitara S 22 S & R Dauti 

9th Serendipity Petal S 22 K Muthsam 

12th Paperbark Gully Naomi S 21 T & S Blight/ M Currie 

13th Betdale Frushia S 19 E Keown 

14th Kalama Charlie-Mae S 17 S & R Dauti 

14th Kalama Tessa-Mae S 17 S & R Dauti 

14th Swan Cee BA 17 M & J Martin 

17th Brookshire Asher AN 14 M Wiltshire 

18th Betdale Bree AN 12 M Wiltshire 

19th Brookshire Matilda AN 11 M Wiltshire 

20th Cedarvale Park Mintie S 8 T & S Blight/ M Currie 

20th Kalama Lilli-Lee S 8 S & R Dauti 

20th Swan Katy BA 8 M Currie 

21st Kelshara Myfawny T 7 R Coe 

22nd Betdale Rose S 6 E Keown 

23rd Betdale Ella  BA 5 E Keown 

24th Kelshara Sadhbh AN 4 R Coe 

25th Caprino Kitjana S 3 M & J Martin 

25th Serendipity Zelda S 3 K Muthsam 

26th Brookshire Harleyquin AN 2 M Wiltshire 

Place Goat's Name Breed Points Owner/Exhibitor 

1st Dandalee Park Imperial S 22 S & R Dauti 

2nd Dandalee Park Tyrion S 17 K Muthsam 

3rd Betdale Abraham Lincoln AN 1 E Keown 

2016/17 Show Buck of  the Year 

2016/17 Show Doe of  the Year 
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2016/17 Show Doe of the Year 

1ST - ACh R147 Paperbark Gully Trinity 

2ND - Dandalee Park Tamsin *Q*2 

3RD - Betdale Daisy 4TH - R132 Cedarvale Park Sophie 2 *Q* 

EQUAL 5TH - Kalama Wild Rose EQUAL 5TH- RM177 Buttara Lotus *Q*9 
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Place Goat's Name Breed Points Owner/Exhibitor 

1st Dandalee Park Noni S 21 T & S Blight 

2nd Betdale Avenda BA 15 E Keown 

2nd Dandalee Park Ivy S 15 T & S Blight 

4th Kelshara Satchel T 13 R & G Coe 

5th Serendipity Fleur S 12 K Muthsam 

6th Kelshara Harper AN 11 R & G Coe 

6th Betdale Clamity Jane S 11 E Keown 

8th Kelshara Wyatt T 10 R & G Coe 

9th Betdale Olly Anda S 7 E Keown/ R Gordon 

10th Cabra Blanca Bella S 6 D & P Porter 

10th Kelshara Oisin AN 6 R & G Coe 

10th Betdale Mary Lincoln AN 6 E Keown 

13th Kelshara Morgan AN 5 R & G Coe 

13th Serendipity Rilka AN 5 K Muthsam 

15th Betdale Hannah Lincoln AN 4 E Keown 

16th Braimic Victoria S 3 R & G Coe 

16th Caprino Lilyoake AN 3 M & J Martin 

18th Betdale Shirley Temple S 2 E Keown 

19th Kelshara Harlow AN 2 R & G Coe 

2016/17 Goatling of the Year 

Place Goat's Name Breed Points Owner/Exhibitor 

1st Betdale Fonzie BA 16 E Keown 

2nd Dandalee Park Impressario S 9 T & S Blight 

3rd Brookshire Banjo AN 7 M Wiltshire 

3rd Betdale Abraham Lincoln AN 7 E Keown 

5th Dandalee Park Lorenzo S 4 T & S Blight 

5th Brookshire Hunter AN 4 M Wiltshire 

7th Betdale Lantic S 3 E Keown 

8th Betdale Finn BA  2 E Keown 

9th Dandalee Park Meteor S 1 T & S Blight 

2016/17 Show Buck Kid of the Year 
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1ST - DANDALEE PARK IMPERIAL 

3RD - BETDALE ABRAHAM LINCOLN 

2ND - DANDALEE PARK TYRION 

2016/17 Show Buck of the Year 

2016/17 Show Buck Kid of the Year 

1ST - BETDALE FONZIE 2ND - DANDALEE PARK IMPESSARIO 

CONGRATULATIONS EVERYONE!! 
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Place Goat's Name Breed Buck/Doe Points Owner/Exhibitor 
1st Betdale Hannah Lincoln AN D 18 E Keown 

1st Brookshire Grace AN D 18 M Wiltshire 

3rd Kalama Primula S D 17 S & R Dauti 

4th Betdale Fonzie BA B 16 E Keown 

4th Betdale Flowy BA D 16 E Keown 

6th Betdale Lacy S D 14 E Keown 

7th Dandalee Park Izabella S D 13 T & S Blight 

8th Dandalee Park Impressario S B 9 T & S Blight 

8th Brookshire Keltie AN D 9 M Wiltshire 

10th Betdale Mary Lincoln AN D 8 E Keown 

10th Kalama Luna S D 8 S & R Dauti 

10th Betdale Meg AN D 8 E Keown 

10th Dandalee Park Lolah S D 8 T & S Blight 

14th Brookshire Banjo AN B 7 M Wiltshire 

14th Betdale Abraham Lincoln AN B 7 E Keown 

14th Kalama Lagertha S D 7 S & R Dauti 

17th Dandalee Park Indira S D 6 T & S Blight 

18th Kalama Little Angel S D 5 S & R Dauti 

19th Dandalee Park Lorenzo S B 4 T & S Blight 

19th Brookshire Hunter AN B 4 M Wiltshire 

21st Serendipity Fleur S D 3 K Muthsam 

21st Betdale Avenda BA D  3 E Keown 

21st Betdale Lois  D 3 E Keown 

21st Betdale Lantic S B 3 E Keown 

21st Dandalee Park Jaffa S D 3 T & S Blight 

21st Serendipity Lotte S D 3 K Muthsam 

21st Hillbilly Hollow Violet S D 3  N Tognolini 

21st Serendipity Belladonna S D 3 K Muthsam 

29th Betdale Dawn S D 2 E Keown 

29th Betdale Finn BA  B  2 E Keown 

29th Swan Vanilla BA D 2 S Richardson 

29th Hillbilly Hollow Harlow S D 2  N Tognolini 

29th Dandalee Park Silk S D 2 T & S Blight 

34th Dandalee Park Shiralee S D 1 T & S Blight 

34th Serendipity Meike S D 1 K Muthsam 

34th Kalama Karri S D 1 S & R Dauti 

34th Dandalee Park Meteor S B 1 T & S Blight 

34th Kalama Abi-Mae S D 1 S & R Dauti 

34th Betdale Gypsey S D 1 E Keown 

2016/17 Show Kid of  the Year 
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1ST - DANDALEE PARK NONI EQUAL 2ND - BETDALE AVENDA 

2016/17 Show Kid of the Year 

2016/17 Show Goatling of the Year 

EQUAL 2ND - DANDALEE PARK IVY 4TH - KELSHARA SATCHEL 

EQUAL 1ST - BROOKSHIRE GRACE EQUAL 1ST - BETDALE HANNAH LINCOLN 
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Lameness and foot conditions in goats 
 
       FIRST PUBLISHED 
       SEPTEMBER 1981 Order No. 1595/91 
   _________________________________________________ 
   By Dr John Isaac, district veterinary officer, Dandenong 
Reference: http://www.acga.org.au/goatnotes/D013H.php 

Hoof trimming 
In free-range country, especially on rocky or gravelly terrain, little foot trimming of goats is re-
quired. Where goats are run entirely on grass or kept in small plots or backyards, foot trim-
ming is essential. 
 

Untrimmed hooves grow into a variety of shapes, eventually putting unusual pressures on leg 
ligaments and tendons, causing pain and distorting their normal shape. Such goats will then 
find difficulty in walking and may go down on their knees. This posture can become perma-
nent. 
 

Bucks with problems in their hind feet sometimes have trouble serving does. Some family 
lines are noted for their bad feet and these goats need their feet trimmed more frequently.  
Anglo-Nubians generally require less attention to their feet than Saanens. 
 

Good foot-paring shears are desirable for trimming. Feet are easier to trim after rain, or even 
after half an hour standing on dampened straw. The hooves can become very thick and hard 
under dry conditions. 
 

The principle in paring is to level the bearing surface of the foot from front to back. The sensi-
tive soft tissues are close to blood vessels in the hoof. Paring should be taken as near as pos-
sible to the sensitive tissues without making the foot bleed. There is not much danger of ex-
cessive bleeding unless a great deal of the sole is cut away. 
 

In Saanens, a pink tinge can be seen in the sole when blood vessels are near the surface and 
further paring would cause bleeding; in Anglo-Nubians this early warning sign is not apparent. 
 

Goats' feet may be inspected and pared while the goat stands, by lifting one leg at a time as is 
done with horses. Alternatively it can be done by turning them up, as with sheep. Whichever 
method is used, the foot must be still; provided the goat is comfortable, this is usually not a 
problem. 
 

Good light and careful inspection of the foot during paring are important. The feet should be 
clean; if mud is caked between the claws, first clear out the mud with the pointed end of the 
paring shears. Hooves should be trimmed when necessary, perhaps every three months. 
 

Footrot 
Footrot in goats (and sheep) is caused by the bacterial organisms Fusiformis nodosus, and 
Spirochaeta penortha. The infection spreads when goats walk over the soil or pasture contam-
inated by infected carrier goats or sheep. 
 

These bacteria do not survive more than two weeks on soil or pasture and probably much less 
than this in summer. 
 

Footrot can follow the introduction into the herd of an infected animal; for example, a new goat 
or a goat returning from a show. 
 

Spread occurs most readily during warm, damp periods (spring and autumn) when explosive 
outbreaks may sometimes occur. 
 

Goats are ripe for outbreaks of footrot when they are kept under muddy conditions; for exam-
ple, in yards around milking sheds after prolonged rainy periods, or when they are grazing on 
lush pastures. Footrot is common in bucks kept in small yards that are continually wet. 
Footrot often occurs in goats that have overgrown hooves coated in wet mud and dung. 
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Signs of footrot 
Mild to severe lameness in one or more goats is the first sign of footrot. Examination of the feet 
reveals redness and moistness of the skin between the claws, and often a white or grey 'scum' 
and loss of hair. A distinctive odor of decomposing tissue is readily smelt. 
The horn of the hoof separates from the underlying soft tissue as the infection of the hoof pro-
gresses. This is first seen at the junction of the hoof and the skin on the inside of the claw, but 
eventually involves the heel and then the entire sole. Both claws on the one foot may be affect-
ed. Usually a goat will have more than one foot affected. 
 

The main signs of footrot are an under-run horn with a creamy-grey 'scum' between the horn 
and the underlying tissues. Severe inflammation and the formation of pus or bleeding, are not 
features of the disease. 
Once infected, a goat may be a carrier of footrot for years. Some goats may become apparently 
"cured" without treatment during the hot, dry summer months, only to have the infection flare up 
some time later. These goats, which appear to be cured without treatment, can carry infection 
in small pockets of the hoof overgrown by horn. They will not appear lame and can be detected 
only by careful paring and examination of the foot. 
 

Treatment 
Owners who suspect that footrot may be in their herd should contact their local office of the De-
partment of Agriculture. District veterinary officers and animal health officers of the department 
will give advice on the treatment, control, eradication and prevention of footrot in goats. 
 

There are five basic steps: 
 Trim and inspect the feet of all goats in the herd 
 Infected goats should be placed in a separate mob, isolated and 

treated separately 
 Remove all dead, infected and under-run tissue by paring 
 During paring, dip footrot shears in disinfectant (forexample, 

10% formalin) between treating each goat 
 Immerse all feet in a solution of 5-10% formalin. Copper sulphate (10%) can be used, but 

it may stain mohair or cashmere fibre and will corrode galvanised iron footbaths. 
 

The "clean" mob, which will consist of goats showing no signs of footrot, should be footbathed 
and moved into a clean paddock that has not been stocked by sheep or goats for at least two 
weeks. Re-inspect 4-6 weeks later. 
The infected mob may be sold for slaughter or isolated and foot-bathed weekly and then re-
inspected in from four to six weeks. 
 

Antibiotics are sometimes used to treat valuable stud goats; they are reasonably efficient but 
expensive. 
 

The agnote, 'What is footrot and how to handle it' gives more details of footrot in sheep and 
goats. 
 

Foot abscess 
Foot abscess is an infection of the foot caused by bacteria, particularly Fusiformus necropho-
rus. It usually affects only one or two goats rather than the whole herd. 
 

Foot abscess usually follows some injury to the foot such as nail punctures, stone bruises or 
over-zealous foot trimming. 
 

Signs of foot abscess 
The goat is lame and the foot looks 'big'. The toes and the skin between the claws is hot when 
felt. Yellow pus may be present between the claws. The goat resents any handling of the feet. 
 

The abscess may burst at the coronet (the skin-horn junction of the hoof) or between the claws 
where the horn is softest. Sometimes a pocket of pus can be seen under the horn or can be 
found by paring with footrot shears or a sharp knife. 
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Treatment 
Early treatment is necessary to prevent damage to the deeper tissues and joints. 
 

The foot should be trimmed until the abscess is opened up. Then wash with a warm solution of 
antiseptic in water until all debris is cleared away. The cavity remaining should then be filled with 
an antibiotic cream and the foot put in a sock and bandaged. 
 

This treatment should be repeated twice daily. Penicillin or streptomycin administered daily by 
intramuscular injection is helpful. Recovery usually takes from seven to 10 days but lameness 
may persist for some weeks. 
 

Bruised sole 
Lameness during movement is the first sign of a bruised sole. 
 

Examination of the affected leg will cause no signs of pain until the 
sole of the foot is tapped with a solid object such as footrot shears. 
In white-hoofed animals, the area of bruising can be seen as a red
-black stain under the horn. It is usually located in the angle of the 
toe and is often caused by jumping down onto concrete or running 
on stony ground. 
 

More than one foot may be affected at any one time. Forefeet are affected more often than hind-
feet. 
 

The over-lying sole should be pared to remove the accumulated blood that forms the bruise. If it 
is a long-standing bruise, hot fomentations applied for lengthy periods may be needed. Lame-
ness from a bruised sole may persist for some weeks. 
 

Wounds 
Wounds occur from a variety of causes, such as a foot being caught in a wire fence, between 
slats, or in the fork of a tree. 
 

The foot or leg should be washed in an antiseptic to remove all debris, an antibiotic ointment ap-
plied, and the foot should then be bandaged. 
Antibiotic injections may be required for severe wounds. Tetanus antitoxin should be given to 
goats not protected by anti-tetanus (or pulpy kidney-tetanus 2-in-1) vaccination within the previ-
ous six months. 
 

Laminitis 
Laminitis is a very painful condition of the feet resulting from over-feeding on rich grain foods or 
changing to a lush type of herbage. 
Lameness appears suddenly and is severe. There is a redness and pain when a finger is 
pressed around the coronet. The swelling may cause the coronet to bulge out. The goat will re-
fuse to walk and may kneel to eat. One of more feet may be affected. 
 

Treatment 
Hot fomentations or mentholated liniments can be applied to the feet of individual animals. 
 

Antihistamines given by injection will reduce inflammation. Cortisone can also be given by injec-
tion except to pregnant does. Both of these drugs must be prescribed or administered by a veter-
inarian. 
Epsom salts can be given as a drench if excessive quantities of grain have been eaten recently. 
Concentrates in the ration should be significantly reduced. 
 

Laminitis often results in a deformed hoof marked with concentric rings and a flattened sole. In 
exceptionally severe cases, some goats may never walk again and have to be destroyed. 
 

To prevent laminitis, the feed-shed door should be well closed, stale bread should not be fed and 
rapid changes of feed from a poor to a good paddock should be avoided unless there is also 
ready access to dry feed. 
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Bone fractures 
Young kids and aged goats are more prone to fractures than other goats. 
 

Most fractures result in obvious lameness of the leg affected, a grating or scraping noise 
when the bones move against each other, pain on handling and possibly visual evidence of 
the fracture where the ends of the bone can be seen or felt through the skin. 
 

Fractures heal more quickly in younger animals. Splints are tolerated quite well and most 
fractures will heal within several weeks. 
Prompt veterinary attention is needed for valuable animals or where treatment may be com-
plicated and require bone plating or pinning. 
 
Tetanus warning 
Goats are susceptible to tetanus and may develop the disease following wounds resulting 
from accidents or procedures such as foot paring. 
 

The agnote, 'Clostridial diseases of goats' includes details of tetanus in goats and how it 
can be prevented. 
 

Routine vaccination of all goats against tetanus is strongly recommended. Two vaccina-
tions four weeks apart, followed by six-monthly booster doses, are needed to fully protect 
goats from tetanus. 
 

It would be wise to vaccinate goats that have no previous history of tetanus vaccination be-
fore carrying out any procedures such as foot paring. 
 

Where emergencies arise, particularly in the case of wounds to stud goats with no previous 
history of tetanus vaccination, immediate protection can be given by an injection of tetanus 
antitoxin. Consult your private veterinarian if you require further information. 

Coney Island goat carriages, ca. 1904.  

Reference: http://modernfarmer.com/2013/09/20-grand-old-goat-photos/  
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  UPCOMING 2017 EVENT LISTING 
 

(When exhibiting goats at any Show you must complete a Waybill and 
include the PIC no. of that Show Ground. These are listed below.) 
 

 

 Harvey Agricultural Show  (PIC No. WASG0029)             29 April 2017 
 

  see Website  http://harveyshow.com.au/ 
 

 Northam Agricultural Show (PIC No.WCSG0089)  9 September 2017 
  

 see Website  http://www.northamshow.com.au/ 
 

 Perth Royal Show  (PIC No.WCSG0001)        23 - 30 September 2017 
  

 see Website  http://www.perthroyalshow.com.au/ 
  

 Dardanup Bull & Barrel Festival (PIC No.WCSG0022) 7 October 2017   
  

 (Display only)   
 see Website www.bullandbarrel.net.au 
 

 Toodyay Show   (PIC No. WCSG0030)     7 October 2017   
  

 (Display and soap sales only)   
 see Website www.toodyayagsociety.com.au 
 

 Kelmscott /Branch Show  (PIC No. WCSG0033)        14 October 2017 
 

 see Website http://kelmscottshow.com.au/ 
 

 Brunswick Show (PIC No. WCSG0019)           21 October 2017 
  

 see Website  http://brunswickshow.com.au/ 
  
 Gidgegannup Show  (PIC No. WCSG0023)          28 October 2017 
  

 see Website  http://gidgegannup.info/community/agsociety.htm 
 

 Busselton Show  (PIC No. WCSG0036)                28 October 2017 
  

 see Website  http://www.busseltonshow.com.au/ 
 

 Collie Show   (PIC No. WBSG0034)             18 November 2017 
  

 see Website  www.collieag.org.au  
 

 Osborne Park Show  (PIC No. WASG0075)        18 November 2017
  

 (Incorporating WA Futurity Stakes- 1st Lactation Doe class) 
 see Website  http://opas.org.au/  
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 WA Futurity Stakes 
BACKGROUND: 
The DGSWA conducts an annual competition called the “WA Futurity Stakes” whereby DGSWA 
members nominate does they have mated (prior to kidding) and the resulting female offspring 
compete for prizes . Each year classes are conducted for kids, goatlings and first lactation does 
at specified shows that resulted from the nominated matings. In order to compete in the initial 
kid classes its important you nominate your pregnant does prior to kidding and maintain the 
offpring’s subsequent annual re-nominations to be eligible to compete in the goatling classes 
(the following year) and first lactation classes thereafter.  

NOMINATION PROCESS: 
Step 1: After your does are mated and you believe they are in kid, submit details of the nomi-
nated mating on the nomination form (page 28), along with $3 for each mating you wish to 
nominate to the Coordinator - Sandra Woodward, 1315 Gill Street, Parkeville, WA 6081. 
 

Step 2: The doe kids born from these nominated matings can be entered in the Futury Kid Clas-
ses held at the Kalamunda Agricultural Show (April 2018). The is no limit on the number of doe 
kids you can enter, provided they are a result of the nominated matings and their entry is ac-
companied by an additional $3/kid entry fee. 
 

The following year the doe kids entered as kids are eligible to be entered as Goatlings 
(provided they have not kidded themselves) and subsequently first lactation milker classes., To 
enter the goatling and first lactation classes you will need to pay an additional $5/per goat en-
try for each competition. 
 

All goats must be entered each year to remain eligible to compete the following year. If you are 
unable to show the animal for any reason one year, provided you pay the entry fee, that indi-
vidual animal will remain eligible to compete the following year. If the fee is not paid the ani-
mal will no longer be eligible to continue in the competition the following year(s). 
 

All monies paid are not refundable, and go into the prize pool. In 2016 Prize winners in each 
category - Doe Kid, Goatling and First Lactation Milker - received $50 for first place, $25 for 
second and $15 for third, as well as a trophy and rosette. 
 

Any questions please contact Sandra Woodward, 1315 Gill Street, Parkeville, WA 6081 Phone: 
(08) 9295 3168, Email: twoody@bigpond.net.au . Get your entries in NOW and best of luck!!!! 

Above: Anglo Nubian doe kids competing in their Futurity Stakes class in 2016 
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