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WA Goatkeeper: 
The WA Goatkeeper is published four times per year and is free to all 
Dairy Goats Society of Australia—Western Australian members. Non-
members can subscribe for $20 per year. 
 
Advertising Fees (per WA Goatkeeper issue):  
Full page $20 , half page $10 and quarter page $5. 
 

Note Neither the Committee nor Editor take responsibility for the views, 
claims or inaccuracies expressed in advertising or articles. 
 

Articles may be reproduced unless otherwise stated.  

Cover Photo  Very capable and enthusiastic junior handlers - Hunter, Ri-
ley and Porsha Coe all having fun and doing a top job competing in the 
Junior Handler competition at the Kalamunda Kid and Goatling Show. 
See gallery for photos of other competitors - Cameron Williams, Kayla 
and Blake Evers also —WELL DONE ALL. 
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From the Editor 
 

Welcome to the June 2016 edition of the WA Goatkeeper 
and the new layout. Now that the principle method of distrib-
uting the magazine is via email we are no longer restricted 
by envelope size or postage costs I have converted the 
magazine back to standard A4 portrait layout for easier view-
ing and printing by members at home (should they so wish).  
 

In April our Autumn edition was emailed as a trial. This ap-
pears to have been a great success and well received. I 
thank all those who forwarded positive feedback. Members 
without email access will continue to receive hard copies of 
the WA Goatkeeper but already we are seeing significant savings of both time and 
DGSWA funds through reduced printing and postage costs. The magazine can also 
be distributed much more quickly and, for those accessing the electronic version, 
includes hyperlinks throughout where members can follow up items of interest or 
seek additional information. 
 

Keeping in mind the diversity of our members and their interests I have endeavored 
to incorporate a wide variety of topics in the articles covered including goat hus-
bandry, goat product promotion and recipes, show results and galleries as well as 
advertisements. If you would like to see a particular topic covered in future issues 
please do not hesitate to contact me via Email: indigo_63@hotmail.com or Mobile 
0418 931 499. 
 

The 2016 Kalamunda Show was very successful as a trial State kid and goatling 
feature show, with ten exhibitors entering approximately 60 goats. I am very fortu-
nate to have received lots of lovely photos from various attendees that I have been 
able to include adjacent to the results in this issue. I hope you all enjoy them.  
 

Also attached to this edition is an DGSWA Futurity Stakes 2016 entry form. Mem-
bers are encouraged to participate by completing this form and submitting as di-
rected prior to their does kidding. For additional information refer to the article 
printed in the Autumn 2016 WA Goatkeeper (April 2016) or contact Futurity Stakes 
coordinator, Sandra Woodward.  
 

Hope you enjoy your WA Goat-
keeper - June 2016 edition. My 
intent is to return the publication 
from the current 4 editions per 
year to 6 editions (2 monthly).  
 

See you all next edition due out 
in August. 
 

Trevor Blight 
 

EDITOR 
………………………………………. 
Photo right: strong line up of British 
Alpine doe kids at recent  
Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show. 
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Australian Show Ribbons supply high quality hand-produced 
satin show ribbons, rosettes, shoulder sashes, pennants, ban-
ners, sports ribbons, place ribbons and v-sashes.  
 

Website: http://www.showribbons.com.au/contact.html 
Phone:    (07) 4661 7933 
Email:      info@showribbons.com.au  
       PO Box 1142 Warwick Qld 4370 

 President’s Report  
 

 2016 Federal Council Meeting 
 

The 2016 Dairy Goat Society Federal Council meeting was held in 
Brisbane on  21 and 22 May 2016. WA Branch was represented by 
Dave Robinson, Sharyn Dauti and Trevor Blight. Some of the top-
ics discussed at this meeting included - 
 

 Acceptance of LaMancha, Alpine and Nigerian Dwarf Breed 
Standards. 

 Possible removal of requirement for membership to be continuous towards long-
term membership awards.   

 Establishment of a Subcommittee to review Judges Training Requirements (Trevor  
Blight from WA  nominated as a subcommittee member). 

 Subcommittee established to develop a template for future Breed standards. 
 Retention of centre pages of Australian Goat World for the feature State. 
 Additional representation on the Classification Committee. 
 Proposed memberships increase to $88 (including GST) per year. 
 Subcommittee formed to manage updating of DGSA Website.  
 In light of increasing postage and printing costs, members to be surveyed regarding 

moving towards electronic publishing of Australian Goat World and Herd Book.  
 Possible addition of a milk award for protein - Advanced Register Protein (ARP). 
 Possible addition of protein added to Standard for Age.  
 WA Branch to be reimbursed the cost of 2 return airline tickets when Federal Coun-

cil held outside Western Australia. 
 

Watch out for further information regarding outcomes, motions and discussions from  
Brisbane in future editions of the Australian Goat World and WA Goatkeeper. 
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State Milk Awards Officer’s Report  
 

Hello every one.  
 

Things have been quiet over the last couple of 
months, only 9 claims being made in April and 
none in May. 
 

These does have received the following awards – 
 Caprino Katrina  *Q*2 
 Caprino Khourn  *Q*2 
 Caprino Jess  *Q*2 
 

The following bucks have received awards – 
 Caprino Lachlan † 
 Caprino Lockie  † 
 Caprino Levi  † 
 Caprino Foster  SM 
 Caprino Earl  SD 
 

Congratulations to these bucks and does.  It was especially pleasing to see bucks 
gaining their awards.  The Sire of Merit and Sire of Distinction awards are gained 
through the sires’ daughters when they achieve their awards.  This is how bucks are 
proven. 
 

By now, most of the does you have chosen to breed (and a few you may not have 
chosen) are probably in kid.  However, you may wish to do a test to confirm your 
girls have taken.  Farmwest offers a cheap testing service.  All you need to do is 
send a sample of milk to them and they will advise you if your doe is open (not preg-
nant) or closed (pregnant) I have included their pamphlet which has more informa-
tion in this edition.  Although the pamphlet mentions cows, it is also suitable for 
goats. 
 

In the last April edition of the WA Goatkeeper, I advised I will be holding herd re-
cording workshops.  Members of the South West contacted me and their work shop 
has been organised for Saturday June 18 at 362 Garvey Rd Dardanup 6236 at 
11.00 am.  Please bring a savoury plate to share.  Please also bring the scales you 
intend to weigh your milk on.  Members, non-members and monitors are most wel-
come. 
 

I am willing to travel as far north as the Perth region.  If northern members would 
like a workshop please contact me on either 0439 920 238 or email me at 
dautsh@iprimus.com.au. I would like to hold a workshop in July, before most kid-
dings occur. 
 

Federal Council:  From 13 March 2015 to 11 March 2016, Western Australia 
claimed 122 milk awards.  This was an increase of 81 more than the previous year.  
The next highest state was SA with 81 claims, an increase of 68.  I was a very 
proud SMAO when Noelene Dean announced at federal Council, that WA had the 
highest number of claims.  This is a pleasing result for Western Australian breeders 
and I congratulate all those who either herd recorded or 24 hour tested.  I’m hoping 
that over the next year we can improve on those figures again. 
 
Sharyn Dauti – State Milk Awards Officer (WA)  
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Goat Trivia 
 

Goats’ pupils (like many hooved animals) are rectangular. This 
gives them vision for 320 to 340 degrees (compared to humans 
with 160-210) around them without having to move and they 
are thought to have excellent night vision. 
 

     Reference: The Lively Run Goat 

 ‘Fester’ The  Goat 
 

Follow the hyperlink below for a 
simple goat knitting pattern.  

 

 Fester is 12cm tall not counting his horns.  
 

 http://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/fester-the-whole-
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YOUR BRANCH NEEDS YOUR HELP!!! 
 

WA Branch has the honour of hosting the Dairy Goat So-
ciety of Australia Federal Council and Annual General 
Meeting in May 2017 
 

This meeting brings together State Delegates from 
around Australia. It provides all WA members with an op-
portunity to attend a variety of functions, meet other local 
and eastern states breeders, have input into the future of 
our Society and  showcase our State and wonderful dairy 
goats.   

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AND WELCOMED 
 
There are a variety of volunteer roles available within 
subcommittees including fund raising, event promotion, 
coordination and set-up, catering, publicity and hosting 
just to name a few. 
 
If you have the availability and would like to be involved 
please email the State Secretary, Shirley Gillies on (08) 
9571 4145 or jaydonnubians@westnet.com.au ASAP to 
register your interest . 

Possible World Record 
 

A photo was recently posted 
on a FaceBook Goat Group  
of a Nigerian Dwarf doe (in 
the USA) and her SEVEN 
healthy kids. Quite an 
achievement indeed and from 
my quick Google search this 
may actually constitute a new 
world record, however this 
could not be substantiated at 
the time of publishing this 
newsletter. Lets hope this is a 
positive omen for the forth-
coming kidding season in 
WA. Hope you enjoy this 
photo. Regards The Editor 

Goat Fairy Tale 
 

In attempting to research the item above I discovered a Brothers 
Grimm fairy tale “The Wolf and the Seven Little Goats” which I 
was not familiar. Follow the hyperlink above or Google it yourself 
to read this fairy tale. I especially like the MORAL of this story : 
“Wicked ones are always punished in the end”.  
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DGSWA Trophy Points Shows  
For the 2016/17 DGSWA show season (1 Sept 2016—31 Aug 2017) ALL current 
shows will carry points towards the 2016/17 DGSWA Trophies. See the Upcoming 
2016 Event Listing page for show dates and contacts. 
 

Fleming Memorial Trophy 
The Fleming Memorial Trophy for 2016/17 will be awarded for the winning Breeder’s 
Trio from the 2016 Kelmscott (Branch) Show. 
 

Australian Goat World Cover 
The cover photo for the WA Branch feature edition of the Australian Goat World 
(February 2017) will be the 2016/17 WA Dairy Doe of the Year. 
 

Futurity Stakes 
The venue for the 2016/17 Futurity Stakes Competition has been amended. Whilst 
judging of the First Lactation Milker Futurity Stakes will remain at the 2016 Osborne 
Park Show, judging of the Kid and Goatling Futurity Stakes has been transferred to the 
Kalamunda Kid and Goatling Feature Show (April 2017). This change will allow in-
creased participation and take pressure off Osborne Park Show, who’s schedule was 
becoming too large to complete comfortably. The nomination process for the Futurity 
Stakes has not changed. To be eligible to compete in our State’s Futurity Stakes 
please complete and submit the nomination form before your does kid. A copy of this 
form is included in this publication. For more information see the April 2016 WA Goat-
keeper or contact Mrs Sandra Woodward on 9295 3168 or Email 
twoody@bigpond.net.au .  
 

2017 DGSA Federal Council Meeting 
DGSWA will be hosting DGSA Federal Council in May 2017. Committee is currently 
investigating possible venues etc. Volunteers and attendees are most welcome and 
should contact the Secretary to find out how they can get involved. 
 

2016 Perth Royal Show - volunteers  
The 2016 Perth Royal Show will be conducted 24 September—1 October 2016. The 
DGSWA is required to have a presence throughout the show however the main compe-
titions days are - 
 

 Thursday, 29 September 2016 - 24 Hour Production Test 
 Friday, 30 September 2016 - Official Goat Show 
 Saturday, 1 October 2016 - Kid Parade 
 

The DGSWA is seeking volunteers to undertake a variety of roles throughout the show, 
including those of stewards, milk monitors and/or manning an information stand. If you 
have the availability or interest to become involved please email the Secretary to regis-
ter your interest in getting involved in this wonderful event.  
 

DGSA - WA Branch Inspectors 
Members can have eligible unregistered goats registered into Appendix D of DGSA 
Herd Book provided they complete the appropriate nomination form, pay the appropri-
ate fee and have a written inspection form from an authorise Inspector stating the goat 
nominated meets the necessary entry requirements for that Breed. Authority has been 
given for all Panel Judges and attendees of the recent Judges Seminar to be State In-
spectors. A full list will be published in due course. Meanwhile, if you require an Inspec-
tor please contact the Secretary for names and contact details. 
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Judges Training Seminar   

 

Over the weekend of 23—24 April 2016 the DGSWA conducted a two day goat assess-
ment seminar that incorporated both a judges training workshop and judges refresher 
course. 
 

The event was held at lovely property of Robyn and Gerry Coe in Oakford and was open 
to all members. The weather was ideal and the event well attended both days  
 

On Saturday attendees were provided extensive information relating to the assessment 
of dairy goats along with guidelines on the administration of dairy goats shows. A popu-
lar topic of particular interests was the hands on demonstration of goat handling and ud-
der assessment. Members owe special thanks to Sharyn Dauti and Robyn and Gerry 
Coe for kindly providing the goats for these exercises. 
 

On Sunday the focus moved to discussing current and emerging issues  in relation to 
goat showing in WA. Four prominent and experienced WA Judges were in attendance 
and a number of issues were identified and discussed, including the emerging new dairy 
goat breeds and code of conduct concerns.  
 

Both days included plenty of opportunity to network and social-
ise and the shared lunches were especially well received and 
catered for. Thank you to all those who so kindly contributed. 
 

The next step for the nine participating trainee judges will be a 
theory examination on 14 May 16, again to be held at the 
Coe’s Oakford property.  
 

I would like to also take this opportunity to acknowledge my co-
adjudicator panel members Mr Dave Robinson and Mr Geoff 
Blinco, both esteemed Australian panel judges. WA Members 
are truly fortunate to have access to an Adjudicating Panel which has over 100 years 
combined judging experience between its members.  
 

For anyone interested in becoming involved in the future I encourage you to write to the 
secretary to register your interest. 
 

Trevor Blight -WA Judges Training Coordinator 
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Reference: Dr. Axe—Website http://draxe.com/goat-milk/ 

Some useful  information to help you answer those inevitable questions 
as to why people should choose goats milk. 
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How to Make Buttermilk 
 

Learning how to make buttermilk is one of the easiest ways to 
create a cultured product from your fresh goat milk. As with 
other cultured milk products, buttermilk contains significantly 
less lactose than regular milk, due to the conversion of lactose 
to lactic acid during the fermentation process. Many people 
who are lactose intolerant enjoy drinking fresh buttermilk as a 
replacement for milk in their diets. 
 

The lactic acid in buttermilk gives it a tangy taste, and also 
provides for a long shelf life (often several weeks), as bacteria can not generally 
grow in an acidic environment. 
 

Buttermilk is also thicker than regular milk, though still fluid, due to the "clabbering" 
of the milk proteins as a result of the lower pH. 
 

Buttermilk is made from pasteurized milk and a starter of fresh cultured buttermilk. 
 

Buy the buttermilk with the longest time to the expiration date, as the starter bacte-
ria die out over time, making the buttermilk "weaker" as a culturing agent. 
 

To make a quart of buttermilk: 
 

1. Warm 3 cups of milk to 72oF (22oC). 
2. Add 1 cup of cultured buttermilk, and stir well. 
3. Pour mixture into a clean quart canning jar, and tighten the lid. 
4. You can sterilize the jar first by boiling in water for 10 minutes.  
5. Shake the jar to mix thoroughly. 
6. Leave at room temperature for 12-24 hours. 
 

Alternatively, you can cover the pot in which you warmed the milk, and let culture 
in the pot. 
 

When the buttermilk is ready, it will be thick enough to leave a coating on the sides 
of a glass. If your buttermilk does not thicken within 24 hours, the starter was likely 
bad. Start over, making sure to use the freshest buttermilk available.  
 

Store your fresh buttermilk in the refrigerator for up to 3 or 4 weeks. 
 
Tip: Each time you make a quart of buttermilk, save the last cup from it to make 
your next quart, and you'll have a never-ending supply for making pancakes, bis-
cuits, waffles and dressings.  
 

(Reference http://www.everything-goat-milk.com/how-to-make-buttermilk.html ) 
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How much to feed pregnant and lactating goats? 
 
By Cheryl K. Smith from Raising Goats For Dummies 

 
If you're raising goats as part of a green lifestyle, you 
need an overall feeding program to keep your goats at 
maximal performance, but at times you need to make ex-
ceptions for certain goats or categories of goats. Preg-
nant goats, milking does, kids, and senior goats need 
special attention and modified diets. 
 

 
Pregnant does 
 

Pregnant does don't have increased nutritional needs until the last two months of 
gestation, when the kids do 70 percent of their growing. They also need additional 
water throughout pregnancy. A feeding program for pregnant goats includes: 
 

 Early pregnancy (first 3 months): Feed does to maintain their body condi-
tion or to improve their body condition if they are thin. You can meet their nu-
tritional requirements with good hay or pasture, or some added grain for thin 
does. Unless they're lactating, does don't need grain in early pregnancy. Do 
not overfeed. Overfeeding can lead to complications such as hypocalcemia 
and ketosis. 

 

 Throughout pregnancy: Monitor and compensate for pregnant does' in-
creased water consumption. Pregnant goats can drink up to four gallons 
(~15L) a day. Monitor body condition and adjust feed and water accordingly. 

 

 Late pregnancy (last two months): Does' nutritional requirements increase 
greatly during this time because the unborn kids are growing rapidly. Start 
grain gradually (just a handful a day) until your does are eating up to a half-
pound (~225g) of grain a day (depending on the goat size and breed) or half 
to two-thirds of their normal milking ration by the time they kid, in addition to 
hay. Gradually replace their hay with alfalfa so they get the proper balance of 
calcium and phosphorus. Continue to monitor their body condition and adjust 
feed accordingly; does carrying multiple kids need even more calories and 
nutrients. 

 

Make sure not to overfeed grain during pregnancy to avoid the risk of having the 
kids grow so large that the doe has birthing difficulties. 
 

Milking does 
 

Milking does, or does that are nursing their kids, have higher nutritional needs than 
other goats. You will have started your pregnant goats on grain and gotten them 
used to eating a substantial amount of grain during the last two months of preg-
nancy. Continue this feeding, even increasing it to several pounds a day (note 2 
pound =~1kg), according to the doe's body condition and the number of kids she is 
feeding or the amount of milk she is producing. Also, make sure that she is drink-
ing plenty of fresh, clean water. 
 
Reference> For Dummies or  http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/how-much-to-feed-
pregnant-and-lactating-goats.html  
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EIGHT Signs a Goat is Getting Close to Kidding  
 

(Reference The Prairie Homestead  -  http://www.theprairiehomestead.com/ 
 
1.Their ligaments will soften 

 

This is the sign that I monitor the most. Goats have two cord-like ligaments that run along either 
side of the very rear portion of their spine towards their tail. Most of the time, these ligaments are 
firm and feel just a bit smaller than the diameter of your little finger. As kidding time becomes 
closer, these ligaments start to become soft and squishy and usually in the day or so before birth, 
they will disappear altogether. 

When we are about a month out from the projected kidding date, I try to check these ligaments 
daily when I’m in the barn doing chores. It’s very helpful to know what “normal” ligaments feel like, 
so you can tell when they begin to change. 

You can check the ligaments by slowly running your thumb and forefinger along either side of the 
goat’s spine towards the tail. 

In addition to the ligaments getting soft, the whole top portion of the goat’s 
hindquarters will start to soften as well. As you can see from the photo on 
the right above, I can pinch my fingers together and almost reach com-
pletely around the goat’s tail. When things get this squishy, kidding time is 
getting closer! 

2. Discharge will appear 

As the kidding date gets closer, I also check under their tails several times 
per day. When I see a thick discharge, I usually know that kidding is very close for my goats. 
However, I’ve heard that some goats show discharge for several weeks before going into labour, 
so I’m not sure how helpful this sign will be. If you see a long string of mucus, then you’ll be hav-
ing goat babies very soon, so stay close to home for a while. � 

3. Things will get a little “puffy” 

When you check under their tail for discharge, check their vulva as well. As kidding time nears, it 
will become more loose and relaxed looking. 

4. Sunken sides 

For most of the pregnancy, your goat will look like she is carrying her babies up high in her abdo-
men. However, right before birth, they kids will drop and the top of her sides will appear “hollowed 
out” instead of full like before. 
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5. Bagging up 

It often seems like checking the udder is the first thing 
people want to do to watch for kidding, but I’ve found it 
can be fairly unreliable. My goats do “bag up” a little as 
their pregnancy progresses, but their udders (usually) 
don’t get full and tight until after they’ve kidded and 
their milk comes in. I’ve heard some people say that 
the udder will become big and shiny right before kid-
ding,  

6. Watch for restlessness 

As a goat begins to go into labour, she’ll just act 
“different.” She might act restless and repeatedly try 
laying down, only to get right back up. If you know your goat’s personality, you 
might notice that she just isn’t acting like herself. Perhaps she’s friendlier than nor-
mal, or even more standoffish. Usually I can just tell that “something” is going on, 
even if I can’t fully explain it. Sometimes their eyes seem to almost “glaze over” and 
they get sort of a faraway look. They may also become quite talkative or go off on 
their own to a quiet spot away from the other goats. 

7. Pawing 

I’ve seen my goats paw a lot during the first stages of 
labour, and sometimes even between babies. They 
may rigorously dig ‘nests’ in the bedding or soil and 
this is usually a clear sign kidding is approaching. 

8. Pushing head against the wall or fence 

Occasionally during labours, goats might walk over to a fence or wall and press 
their forehead into it for a second or two. Strange, but true! 

Note each goat is so very different! Your goats might show all of these signs– or 
NONE of them! You’ll also notice that I didn’t really specify a time frame on any of 
the signs. Again, goat labour is a diverse thing. For example, my goats only 
show discharge in the immediate hours before birth, but I know other goats have 
mucus for weeks before the big event. The signs and their time frame are very, very 
different, depending on the goat. 

So, my best advice would be just to go with the flow. 
Keep an eye on your girls to the best of your ability, 
but even then, you still might miss it! One other thing 
that I’ve found invaluable is to keep a notebook 
with “labour notes” from each year’s kidding. 
Trust me, you WILL NOT remember from year to 
year, and it’s incredibly helpful to be able to look back 
and recall the signs that each goat gave the previous year. BEST OF LUCK! 
 

EIGHT Signs a Goat is Getting Close to Kidding …continued 
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Exhibitors’ Responsibilities - please note 
  

As a result of recent discussions at the Judges Refresher 2016 all exhibitors are re-
minded that on entering a dairy goat show in WA they are agreeing to abide by the host-
ing Agricultural Society’s rules and regulations. These rules are usually stated in the Agri-
cultural Show’s Schedule and are there to help ensure the ongoing success of their show 
and to minimise the risk to the safety and wellbeing of exhibitors, exhibits  and patrons. 
Failure to abide by these rules jeopardises both the DGSWA relationship with these Agri-
cultural Societies as well as the safety of all involved. 
 

Of particular note is the mandated attendance requirements. ALL dairy goat exhibitors 
are required to be in attendance at Shows at the times stipulated within the hosting Agri-
cultural Society’s Schedule.  Members may lodge an application with the Section conve-
nor prior to the show date to lodge a request with the Agricultural Society for an ear-
lier  departure time, however,  there is no guarantee this will be granted as it is at the dis-
cretion of the Agricultural Society NOT the DGSWA. In addition, it is a DGSWA expecta-
tion that no member will leave a show prior to the completion of judging and the as-
sociated trophy presentation independent of the nominated finish time of the show.  
  

Members are also reminded that they are representing the DGSA when participating in 
shows and other dairy goat activities and are expected to behave in accordance with the 
DGSA’s Code of Ethics and act in a appropriate and pro-
fessional manner at all times. 
  

Failure to abide by either the hosting Agricultural Society’s 
Rules and Regulations or the DGSA Code of Ethics may 
result in administrative action as deemed appropriate, 
which may include restrictions on participation in future 
DGSWA sanctioned shows and events. 
 

Code of Conduct for Dairy Goat Exhibitors 
 

 Exhibitors are to respect and adhere to the rules and regulations of the DGSWA, 
DGSA, Royal Agricultural Society and hosting show society. 

 

 Members agree to maintain a high standard of ethical conduct comprised of hon-
esty, integrity and fair dealing essential to the success of the DGSA. 

 

 Members shall not engage in hostility, derogatory/degrading/defamatory behaviour 
towards other members, exhibitors, judges, stewards, officials, their exhibits, friends/ 
family or members of the public. 

 

 Exhibitors commit themselves to values of fair play, courtesy, and competition, as 
well as winning and losing with grace. 

 

 Exhibitors will follow reasonable direction given by a steward, convenor or judge. 
 

 Exhibitors will not compromise the impartiality of a judge and will only speak to the 
judge during competition if asked a question by the judge. Any response will be suc-
cinct, factual and only relate to the question asked. 

 

 Exhibitors will not talk except when requested by steward, convenor or 
judge,  neither should they eat, use mobile phones nor smoke within the show ring. 

 

 Exhibitors  will handle and tend to the goats with in their care in an appropriate man-
ner so as to reflect positively on the DGSA and goat showing in general. 
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How to Milk A Goat - The Proper Technique 
 

Reference: Goatlink  (http://goat-link.com/content/view/112/110/ ) 
 
Make sure to always milk your does at the very same time 12 hours apart every 
day for maximum milk sup-
ply- use the very same rou-
tine, so they have a chance 
to let down the milk. Milk in 
the same order from senior 
doe to last doe on the totem 
pole, milk from the same side 
always. Be calm, have pa-
tience and milk firm but gen-
tly. Always wash your hands 
between does, baby wipes 
work well in the milk barn. 
Always use a dry cloth to 
wipe udder before milking 
and a teat dip after milking. 
 

Example: Load the doe into the milk stand, brush her head to foot including under 
the belly top get all loose hairs and dust brushed off. Wipe udder with a dry cloth 
before milking THEN place grain in front of her so it will last for at least most of the 
milking to keep her busy and not kicking.  After you are done, wipe the udder again 
and use teat dip on 
each teat - give her a 
kiss (optional), let her 
out of the stand and 
wash your hands be-
fore loading the next 
doe.  
 
Illustrates how to 
hold the goat teat for 
milking 
 
Repeat steps 1 thru 7 
until the goat is 
milked out and when 
it is all done, THEN 
and ONLY then do 
you strip the teat 
Once. Repeat on 
other side or do both 
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A crisp morning in the hills commenced what was to be a most enjoyable and well-organised 
Goatling and Kid Show at Kalamunda. All breeds were represented and competition was fierce. 
 
Saanens and Anglo Nubians were in strong numbers, making some classes quite large. Ex-
tremely well prepared animals flowed constantly into the show ring; bright, glossy British Alpines, 
snow white Saanens, tawny Toggenburgs and an array of attractive Anglo Nubians. Although 
ranging in age, quality was high and as a result, judging was challenging. 
 
Amongst the British Alpines, a standout goatling -Anilow Pussy Galore - took Best of Breed. 
Glossy black coat, stylish show presence and obvious dairy quality promised well for life as a 
productive milker. 
 
A well grown and beautifully put together Saanen doe - Dandalee Park Lena -topped the Saanen 
breed. Edging out an extensive line-up of high quality young does, this goatling sported a lovely 
backline, strong bone and plenty of style. 
 
The Toggenburg goatling, Braimac Victoria - although alone in her class, was a fine and classic 
example of the breed, being of good stature and with all the desirable breed characteristics. 
 
Lastly, but certainly not least, were the Anglo Nubians. What a great variety of does to choose 
from! Overall, this breed's classes were full of lovely animals with good confirmation, although 
some dairy angles were a bit 'padded' at times in the goatlings. The Anglo Nubians shown were 
mainly beautifully behaved, making my task a little easier. An exquisite Anglo Nubian kid - Kel-
shara Harlow - achieved Champion Kid and Supreme Exhibit on the day. 
 
It was a great pleasure to see some new competitors at Kalamunda, and how interested they 
were to learn. Additionally, a long standing competitor, 'the Professor', (Sid Richardson) made it 
to Kalamunda as a spectator, despite recent adversity. Great to see you there, Sid.  
 
Huge thanks to the hard working stewards, you all made the day one of the best shows I can re-
member. The camaraderie ,friendship and good will between breeders in spite of the fierce com-
petition was something every show ideally should strive for. 
 
Congratulations on a top notch day.  Trish Pottinger 

Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show    
 

Judge’s Report by P. Pottinger 
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 Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show    
 

30 April 2016 
 

JUDGE:  Mrs P Pottinger 
 

Saanen Goatling 12 – 24 months, unkidded 
1st  Dandalee Park Lena T & S Blight 
2nd  Dandalee park Nimuhe T & S Blight  
3rd  Serendipity Petal  K Muthsam 
 

Toggenburg Goatling 12 – 24 months, unkidded 
1st  Braimac Victoria  R & G Coe 

 

British Alpine Goatling 12 – 24 months, unkidded 
1st  Anilow Pussy Galore P & A Snow 
2nd  Anilow Miss Minoes P & A Snow 
3rd  Swan Katy   S Richardson 

 

Anglo Nubian Goatling 12 – 24 months, unkidded 
1st  Jaydon Shyla  S Gillies 
2nd  Brookshire Matilda  M Wiltshire 
3rd  Brookshire Asher  M Wiltshire 

 
Champion Goatling - Braimac Victoria (photo top) 

Reserve Champion Goatling - Anilow Pussy Galore 
 

Saanen doe kid  6 -12 months 
1st  Dandalee Park Iris  T & S Blight 
2nd  Serendipity Griselda K Muthsam 
3rd Dandalee Park Ivy  T & S Blight  

 

Toggenburg doe kid  6 -12 months 
1st  Kelshara Satchel  R & G Coe 
2nd  Kelshara Wyatt  R & G Coe 

 

British Alpine doe kid  6 -12 months 
1st  Anilow Lolita   P & A Snow 
2nd  Serendipity Contessa K Muthsam 
3rd  Anilow Moon Kissed P & A Snow 
 

Anglo Nubian doe kid  6 -12 months 
1st  Kelshara Harlow  R & G Coe 
2nd  Kelshara Saylor  R & G Coe 
3rd  Serendipity Rika  K Muthsam 

 

Saanen doe kid under 6 months 
2nd  Caprino Matilda   Porter Family 

 

British Alpine doe kid under 3 months 
1st  Anilow Cats Whiskers P & A Snow 
  

Champion Kid - Kelshara Harlow 
Reserve Champion Kid - Dandalee Park Iris 

 

SUPREME EXHIBIT - Kelshara Harlow (photo bottom) 
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Top photo:  Champion Goatling Braimic Victoria, (right) & 
Reserve Champion Goatling -Analow Pussy Galore (left) 
 

Middle photo: Line up for Champion Goatling 
 

Bottom photo: Any Other Registered Dairy Goat. 
 

  BEST OF BREEDS 
 Saanen - Dandalee Park Lena 
 Toggenburg - Braimic Victoria 
 British Alpine: Anilow Pussy Galore 
 Anglo Nubian - Kelshara Harlow  

Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show Gallery 
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Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show  continued  
 

Any Dairy Breed dry doe 
1st  Betdale Bree  M Wiltshire 
2nd  Brookshire Harleyquin M Wiltshire  
 

Any Dairy Breed Dam & Daughter 
1st  Betdale Bree & daughter M Wiltshire 
2nd  Brookshire Harleyquin & daughter M Wiltshire  
 

Sire’s Progeny (Two daughters) 
1st  Progeny of Glen Warri Argos T & S Blight 
2nd  Progeny of Dandalee Park Kokoda T & S Blight 
3rd Progeny of Woodyville Tolstoy R & G Coe 

 

Dam’s Progeny (Two daughters) 
1st  Progeny of Paperbark Gully Inti T & S Blight 
2nd  Progeny of Serendipity Primrose  K Muthsam 
3rd Progeny of Betdale Bree M Wiltshire 

 

Breeder’s Trio 
1st  Serendipity Trio  K Muthsam 
2nd  Dandalee Park trio  T & S Blight 
3rd  Swan Trio   S Richardson 

 

Any Other Registered Dairy Breed Goatling  
1st  Serendipity Ivy (Sable)  K Muthsam 
1st  Anilow Flash (IR)  P & A Snow 

 

Encouragement Award 
1st  Porter Family entry 
2nd  Porter Family entry 
3rd K Muthsam entry 

 

Junior Handler under 15 years 
1st  Kayla Evers  (photo right top) 
1st  Hunter Coe  (see cover photo) 
1st  Riley Coe  (see cover photo) 
2nd  Blake Evers  (photo right top) 
2nd  Cameron Williams ( photo right middle) 
2nd  Porsha Coe  (see cover photo) 
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 Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show Gallery continued... 

Above: Breeders Trio class winners.. Below Left Dam’s progeny pair class winners.  
Below right: Sire’s progeny pair winners. See results on page 20 for details. 
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Join our NEW Facebook Group   
 

 A new Facebook Group has been established called 
Western Australian Goat Shows. This Group pro-

vides a valuable promotional tool to advertise upcoming shows, 
events, communicate with other enthusiasts, as well as publish 
photos and show results. The Group caters for all breeds of goats 
including dairy goats, miniature breeds, Boer and Angoras. 
 
Come join the group and get involved! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  

 Phone 1800 666 269 
 15 Helen Street,  
 Heidelberg Heights, VIC 3081 

 

Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show Gallery continued... 

 Photo above: Line up for Champion Kid—Kalamunda Kid & Goatling Show.      . 
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Toggenburg Breed History 
 

The Toggenburg dairy goat, often referred to affectionately as a “Togg” for short, 
takes its name from the Toggenburg Valley in Switzerland – the region where it was 
originally bred and developed. Historically, the breed is significant as well as it is one 
of the oldest still surviving and currently bred of all goat breeds. The oldest records 
still on file concerning the Toggenburg date all the way back to the early 1600s. 
 

The Toggenburg Goat breed was officially recognized internationally back in the year 
1892. Today, only a few thousand populate the region of Swiss from which they origi-
nated. This is a significant decline from the 1950s when population was above 
20,000. However, New Zealand now also accounts for more than 5,000 head of Tog-
genburg as well.  
 

When they first were introduced to the breed, the British developed it further to create 
the British Toggenburg Goats which are heavier than their purebred cousins and pro-
duce better milk. 
 

Between 1947 and 1953 Australia imported six bucks and fourteen does, some in kid. 
Six more bucks and three does were born from these does. Of these imports, four 
were Pure, while the remainder were British Toggenburgs. The major importer was 
the New South Wales Department of Agriculture's State farm at Condobolin. They 
bred considerable numbers and dispersed Toggenburgs throughout Australia. 
 

Mrs M Fleming from Welshpool brought the first 
toggenburg buck into WA in 1953, Lonsdale Leo
(pictured right). The picture below shows the first 
4 generations of Toggenburg does bred in West-
ern Australia, owned by Mrs M Fleming. 

References: The Goat Guide — (http://thegoatguide.com/breeds-of-goats/t/toggenburg-goat/) 
Dairy Goat Society of Australia Website—.http://www.dairygoats.org.au/breeds/toggenburg.html 
 Goats Milk - The Natural Alternative by Tinsley Beck 
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 No kidding: what I learned from becoming GoatMan 
 

Designer Thomas Thwaites took to the Alps to mix it with a herd of bovids and has written a book 
on what he discovered during this experience. Building an exoskeleton of a goat and a prosthetic 
stomach to digest grass before 
attempting to cross the Alps on all 
fours must rank as one of the 
weirder research projects funded 
by the Wellcome Trust. But Lon-
don designer Thomas Thwaites 
has turned his bizarre mission to 
bridge the boundary between 
Homo sapiens and other species 
by becoming “GoatMan” into an 
enlightening and funny book. In-
formed by advice from a Danish 
shaman, neuroscientists, prosthe-
tists, animal behaviourists and 
Swiss goat herders, it explores 
what connects and separates us 
from other animals. Here are 10 
things Thwaites learned. Amongst his findings were – being a goat is exhausting and being a 
goat could be the new mindfulness. GoatMan: How I Took a Holiday from Being Human by Tho-
mas Thwaites was published on 17 May. For more information see the full The Guardian article 
at : https://www.theguardian.com/science/shortcuts/2016/may/15/no-kidding-what-learned-from-becoming-
goatman#img-1 

A FEW INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT GOATS 
 

1. Goats were the first animals domesticated by man in 10,000 BC 
2. Most goats can be found in Asia and the Mid-East. 
3. Goats were the first animals to be used for milk by humans. 
4. There are over 210 breeds of goats in the world. 
5. There are approximately 450 million goats around the world. 
6. 19 goats are recorded on the list of provisions on the Australian First Fleet in 1788 
  

References Facts About Goats or  https://www.famu.edu/cesta/main/assets/File/coop_extension/
small%20ruminant/goat%20pubs/Facts%20About%20Goats.pdf and Burke’s Back Yard 
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  UPCOMING 2016 EVENT LISTING 
 

 
 

 Gidgegannup Small Farm Field Day               29 May 2016 
   

 (Display only)           
 see Website  www.gidgegannup.info/tourism/fieldday.htm  
 or Facebook Page https://www.facebook.com/Gidgegannup-   
 Small-Farm-Field-day- 356433714416029/ 
 
 Northam Agricultural Show         10 September 2016 
  

 see Website  http://www.northamshow.com.au/ 
 
 Perth Royal Show              24 September—1 October 2016 
  

 see Website  http://www.perthroyalshow.com.au/ 
  
 Dardanup Bull & Barrel Festival     8 October 2016   
  

 (Display only)   
 see Website www.bullandbarrel.net.au 
 
 Kelmscott /Branch Show                  15 October 2016 
 

 see Website http://kelmscottshow.com.au/ 
 
 Brunswick Show                    22 October 2016 
  

 see Website  http://brunswickshow.com.au/ 
  
 Gidgegannup Show                  29 October 2016 
  

 see Website  http://gidgegannup.info/community/agsociety.htm 
 
 Southern Districts/ Busselton Show             29 October 2016 
  

 see Website  http://www.busseltonshow.com.au/ 
 
 Collie Show                      19 November 2016 

  

 see Website  www.collieag.org.au  
 
 Osborne Park Show                3 December 2016

  

 see Website  http://opas.org.au/  
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An Australian company providing a wide range 
of goat related books  medical supplies and 
husbandry products.  
 
 
 
 
 
http://www.thefarmstore.com.au/shop-by-
animal/sheep-goats 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well known USA based, specialist  goat sup-
ply company. Huge range. Service includes 
mail order to Australia. 
http://www.caprinesupply.com/ 

 
 
 
US TOLL FREE: (800) 221-4628  
 

USA company selling goat supplies including 
products for milk handling, cheese and soap 
making. Lao goat harness, carts and pack 
goat supplies. 
 

http://hoeggerfarmyard.com/xcart/Goat-Supplies/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.sullivansupply.com/cart/tx/c-133-
goat-supplies.aspx 
 
USA company selling goat show supplies includ-
ing clippers, collars, leads and rugs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Supplier of milking and milk  
storage and handling  
Equipment worldwide.  
 
DeLaval Australia Pty Ltd 
PO Box 1410,  
Tullamarine,VIC 3043  
Phone: +61383367977 
Fax: +61383367900 
Email: aucustomer@delaval.com  
 
Sheep and Goat Range Brochure 

 
 
 
 
 

PLACE AN ORDER | AUS +61 3 9699 8999 | 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http://wrdwells.com/product-category/dairy-
cheesemaking-products/milking-machines/ 

Having difficulty locating specific goat supplies and products?  
 

Below are a few companies which provide a range of products, including in 
some cases mail order to Australia.  
 

DISCLAIMER: Please note the DGSWA provides these purely as a service to members and 
does not give preference to any one company over another. Members are strongly encouraged 
to shop around for the best deal for them.  

Australian com-
pany selling 
imported bucket 
milking  
machines, 
cleaning and 
hygiene  
equipment 

17 
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Children posing in goat-drawn carts were popular photo subjects in the early 1900s 

Four boys riding goats at Isisford in outback Queensland ca. 1918 
 

Photos courtesy: State Library of Queensland 

Goats on the move throughout Australian history  
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Photo courtesy of  Bored Panda   (http://wwwo.boredpanda.com/crazy-mountain-goats/) see 
website for many other amazing photos of crazy goats climbing. cliffs and walls 

Goats On Cliffs Don’t Know What Fear Is 

Hang in there. 
See you next issue! 


